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The Carroll County Bird Club May Count took place on
May 11, 2013.  The weather was pleasant for most of the
day, except for an occasional shower depending on where
you happened to be birding.  We had 15 observers (9
parties) in the field who did a total of 29.5 miles on foot
and 261 miles by car.

The final species count was 125, which was good com-
pared to previous years. (90 was the low in 2003 and 127
the high in 2004).  A total of 6141 individual birds were
counted.

The top twenty in terms of numbers included:

European Starling  (483)
Gray Catbird (348)
Canada Goose (339)
Red-winged Blackbird (311)
American Robin (260)
American Crow (221)
Chipping Sparrow (215)
Mourning Dove and Northern Cardinal (201 each)
Common Grackle (180)
Barn Swallow (175)
American Goldfinch (170)
Blue Jay (122)
Carolina Wren (112)
Carolina Chickadee (106)
Eastern Bluebird (101)
Bobolink (98)
Tufted Titmouse (97)
Wood Thrush (96)
Song Sparrow (94)

We had 21 warbler species.  Write-ins included common
nighthawk, horned grebe, red-breasted nuthatch, pine
siskin, American pipit, common merganser, and gray-
cheeked thrush.

Thanks to everyone who counted.  Special thanks to Susan
Bollinger who offered to host the tally rally at her farm.

The next CCBC count will be on Saturday, September 21,
2013.  We send the results of this count into the MOS,
so I am hoping for a big turnout.

Maine Anniversary Trip
Laura and I were not sure what to do for our 30th,
so I suggested another trip to Maine since she
probably needed another Puffin fix (yes, she’s
addicted to them). She agreed (really?) but thought
since we stuck to the coast the last time, we ought
to try to head inland this time. With that in mind
she started searching the net for bird tours. She
found a nice 3-day thing that was led by Bob
Duchesne, who founded the Maine Birding Trail. It
included a couple nights at a lodge outside of
Baxter State Park and it would leave us some time
to explore after the tour.

Bob met us at the lodge on Sunday the 16th and we
had just enough time to get stuff into our room
before we headed out for the day. He definitely
had a plan. Since we had requested Three-toed
Woodpecker (a lifer), he went right after it the first
day. Unfortunately the weather didn’t cooperate
and we got caught in a good shower out there
looking for it. The Woodpecker was elusive. The
Black-backed was seen but the Three-toed was
only heard. We ended the day with 53 species that
included several nice birds - Yellow-bellied Fly-
catcher for one - but the highlight of the day was
probably the dinner at the lodge - roasted chicken,
baked potato and green beans. We liked this lodge
- The Big Moose Inn.

Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1Maine Anniversary Trip

Day 2 started early. Breakfast at 5:15 am and as soon
as it was gone we were on the road. Bob had driven
the Golden Road, to the west of the park, the first
day since it was the best way to get to the wood-
pecker spot. This time he attacked it from the road
up the west side of the park and drove up to
Nesawadnahunk Lake (no, I didn’t misspell it). We
parked there and hiked to the spot. Bull’s-eye! The
bird flew almost right over us, landed where we
could see it and there were high fives all around.
Our only sure lifer for the trip (More on that later).

We spent most of the day on the west side of the
park and got some nice birds. There is a camp-
ground at the lake that had feeders - Evening
Grosbeak, Pine Siskin and Purple Finch were the
highlights there. We had a female Spruce Grouse
attack the party, probably upset about a nearby nest.
Laura got her requested close look at a male Bay-
breasted Warbler that landed in a nearby bush. At a
group of cabins, we located a Merlin nest and caught
glimpses of the birds. We learned the Fox Sparrow
song. We never get to hear them sing in Maryland.
We got all the usual northern warblers, vireos and
thrushes. And of course we heard - but never saw -
Winter Wren. Love that song! We also had the best
looks we’ve had yet of Boreal Chickadee.

The lakes up there are full of Moose, particularly
when the black flies are out. We had 5 bulls (keeping
safe distance from each other) in one lake. In the
evening, after another fine dinner (ham and sweet
potatoes), Bob knew a spot for Common Night-
hawks. Another nice species seen and heard. When
we got back to the lodge, Bob, Joe Scott and I went
across the street to check for a long lost Yellow

Warbler that wasn’t cooperating. We missed the
warbler (again) but three more Nighthawks flew
over that Bob wasn’t expecting.

Day 3 featured the east side of the park and another
drive on the Golden Road to the west. The east side
road dead ends at Roaring Brook campground.
There is a small lake there that produced a couple of
cow moose and some white-tailed deer. Best birds
were Goldeneye. Across the lake Mt. Katahdin was
in clear view and looked grand. The parking lot had
a moderately cooperative Philadelphia Vireo.
Outside the Park, I saw the only 2 turkeys for the
trip, but the others missed them. We were at a spot
that featured Mourning Warblers and that had every
one’s attention. We also heard Ruffed Grouse
drumming, but never saw any.

Bob then led us back toward Bangor. We stopped at
the Medway Post Office. Behind it was an old pit
that had Bank Swallows and to the left of that was a
brushy area that had possibly the only Mockingbird
that far north in Maine. We were building quite a list
by now and a bog near Bangor added a nesting
Kingbird, Sora (heard but not seen), and the missing
Yellow Warbler. A field nearby had Bobolinks and
Savannah Sparrows.

Bob did a good job. We bid farewell with a list that
was right around 100 birds. For us it was on to Bar
Harbor.

We found a place to stay that had a view of
Frenchman’s Bay. Our room was on the cheap side
away from the view but Laura was able to have her
morning coffee on a patio where she could enjoy the
view. Then it was off to the harbor and the
Atlanticat, a big catamaran with three levels for
seating. We elected to be on top A) because the
naturalist/narrator was up there and B) We found it
much easier to freeze to death in what would
otherwise be a comfortable temp. We bundled up
and still found the wind problematic. However, the
trip was worth it.

First stop was Petit Manan Island, complete with a
lighthouse (another big thing with Laura). The object
of her desires, other than the light house, was there
in good numbers - PUFFINS! And Razorbills, two
kinds of Terns, Murres, Northern Gannet, Eiders,
Black Guillemot and Great Shearwater.

We also had some Gray Seals. Then it was out to the
open ocean (glad it wasn’t closed) and Whales. We
got the Fin first and then several Humpbacks. We

Continued on page 3
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Maine Anniversary Trip

had about a dozen whales total. This included a calf
and I had to laugh when the naturalist/narrator,
Amy, got giddy about that. Although she has been
studying marine biology and doing these trips, she
had never seen one before. She’s kinda young and it
was fun listening to her lose it for a bit there.

On the way back to port we got our one and only
Bald Eagle for the trip. Then we had lunch. Laura
wasn’t about to eat anything on the boat - those of
you that know her know why. I must say she
weathered this trip well- no barfing. Note - the
Shearwater might also be a lifer, but as of right now,
Laura can’t find her life list journal to check on that.

We headed west. Our intent was to take the rest of
the week to meander home thru the rest of northern
New England. Our only planned stop in Maine was
Brownfield Bog, recommended to us by Bob. It was
Thursday morning at about 9 by the time we got
there. We walked the road rather than drove it and
had to spray up but we added several species. At
one point I found a noisy tree that must have had
some baby woodpeckers in it. We stood back and
Laura photo’d the Sapsucker that showed up to do
the feeding. We also heard two Snipe calling and
another sound we weren’t familiar with. We filed it
into our memory bank and when we got home we
both agreed it was Least Bittern. Nice. Also added
Willow Flycatcher and some Maine oddities like
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher and Indigo Bunting. Also got
Swamp Sparrow and our only Oriole for the trip.

We bid farewell to Maine and jumped over the

border into the White Mountains of New Hamp-
shire. We didn’t really do much there. There were no
scheduled Bicknell Thrush trips up Mt Washington
and we just didn’t think the price of using half of the
auto road justified trying it on our own. Next year
we might go again but schedule ourselves onto a
guided thrush trip. That way somebody else can
drive up there. For those of you that have tried it,
you know it ain’t for the faint of heart. One sharp
bend has the name of OHMYGOD Curve. Or
something like that. No thank you.

We tried to amuse ourselves at a place called
Pondicherry NWR. Unfortunately it was buggy and
produced few birds. We never made it to the pond
where we might have added some water fowl.

We spent most of Friday meandering down to
Bennington, Vermont, mostly along the Connecticut
River, before we aimed further in and over the
mountains. We stopped at a state park and talked
the guy at the gate into letting us do some free
birding, but didn’t get anything new for the trip. We
spent the evening after dinner photographing a
covered bridge in Arlington, Vermont. It crosses the
Battenkil, a famous trout river. No, I didn’t fish it.
Didn’t look like the sort of stream I could relate to.
Yes, I’m picky.

For the trip we totaled 130 species, a pretty good
number for us. We got 21 Warblers, again not bad.
We never did see a bear and we did see one Coyote
that slipped up the bank ahead of Bob’s car just off
the Golden Road, which by the way goes up to the

Allagash Wilderness. For
your edification, here’s what
their website says -

“The Allagash Wilderness
Waterway was established by
the Maine Legislature in 1966
to preserve, protect, and
enhance the natural beauty,
character, and habitat of a
unique area. It is a magnifi-
cent, 92-mile-long ribbon of
lakes, ponds, rivers, and
streams winding through the
heart of northern Maine’s
vast commercial forests.” Bob
leads trips there, too. Maybe
another year.

Jerry Tarbell
birdersforever@erols.com

Continued from page 2
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Book Review - A Bird to Die For
The birders are all a twitch again in the tiny Norfolk village of Chesley-Next-The-Sea.  This time, one of their
own, Nigel Fielding, has been bludgeoned while birding down near the beach hut.

A routine mugging perhaps?  After all, his wallet and his binoculars were missing.  And his Land Rover
parked nearby was pretty well ransacked.  But, this is Chesley-Next-The-Sea.  Most of the people living there
are birders. Not taking any chances, Detective Inspector Wells decides to call on the assistance of retired
Cleveland cop Patrick McCluskey.  Patrick is no fool.  He realizes that what the inspector really wants is to tap
into the knowledge of his girlfriend Judith.  She is an illustrator of bird books and knows all the local birders.

(You may remember from my review of Waiting for Godwits that Judith and Patrick had met in Florida, fell
for each other and decided to move in together.  Now they spend their time divided between Patrick’s Florida
condo and Judith’s house in Chesley-Next-The Sea.)

McCluskey finds it odd that the supposed mugger left behind the murder victim’s mobile phone.  Even more
strange is the message left on it that reads “poscitwgtlimm bchht”.  It only takes Judith a few seconds to
decipher it as  “possible immature citrine wagtail near the beach hut”.  Was Nigel lured to his death by a bird?

While a citrine wagtail was not a common bird in the area, all of the local birders had seen one.  Except Nigel.
It was what is referred to as his “bogie” bird.  All of the other birders knew that, so one of them must have
been the killer.

It doesn’t take long for Inspector Wells and Patrick to zero in on the members of the Millennium Club. This
was a group of birders brought together by Nigel Fielding with the intent of breaking the existing record for
number of British birds seen in a single year.  It was supposed to be a team effort, however, it had soon
become obvious that Nigel wanted to use the club to ensure that he was the one who broke the record.  After
some fiery words one night at The Black Horse (the local pub), the club disbanded.

Members (and now suspects) include:

Alice Weatherhead - She organized everything and seemed to be sweet on Nigel.
Peter Atkins - He was the local birding expert who not only disliked Nigel, but did not
                        have much nice to say about anyone else for that matter.
Menzies Alexander - He pretty much bankrolled the club and was frequently slipping off
                         to London where he partied quite a bit
Gerhardt Vanrooyen - A South African with a murky past.  He owned a private plane
                         which the club was to use to fly to rare bird sightings across England.
Old Jim - A much loved birder who provided some local color for the project.
Mark Halton - A filmmaker retained to document the club’s quest.
Millicent Murphy - Halton’s assistant and girlfriend.

The more investigating the detectives do, the more it becomes obvious that Nigel Fielding was not a nice
person.  There is a hint of blackmail about the man.  Then, there is the matter of the other deaths.  But, you
will have to discover those for yourself along with the detectives.

A Bird to Die For is a great read, especially for birders.  Patrick’s birding skills have obviously improved
since the previous book.  He now finds his mind wandering during the investigation whenever an interesting
species flies by.  Judith is as sexy (and as smart) as ever, but doesn’t seem to do quite as much cooking this
time.  I do think I would enjoy one of her Cornish pies though.

As in Waiting for Godwits, the detectives tend to spend a good bit of their time in The Black Horse where
Alfred is always topping off Patrick’s Boddingtons.  Readers themselves may want to stock up on some ale
before starting this book.  It can make you thirsty.  When I finished it, I was definitely thirsty for more
mysteries by Digby Maclaughlin.

A Bird to Die For is available from Amazon as a Kindle book.
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Bird Profile - Solitary Sandpiper (Tringa solitaria)

Although this species does not carry Alexander
Wilson’s name, it was in fact named by him in
1813.  It is just like the ever observant Wilson to
make special note of the fact that the bird tends to
be seen alone or in very small flocks.  Hence the
name Tringa solitaria.

In Volume Three of American Ornithology,
Wilson wrote: “This new species inhabits the
watery solitudes of our highest mountains
during the summer, from Kentucky to New York;
but it is no where numerous, seldom more than
one or two being seen together.”  So far, so good.
Except for the range.  We’ll talk more about that
in a moment.

Wilson continues:  “It takes short, low flights;
runs nimbly about among the mossy margins of
the mountain springs, brooks, and pools, occa-
sionally stopping, looking at you, and perpetu-
ally nodding the head.”  Yes, that’s a solitary
sandpiper alright.

Again, however, when Wilson talks about the
range of this species, he runs into trouble.  “They
regularly breed on Pocono Mountain, between
Easton and Wilkesbarre, in Pennsylvania, arriv-
ing there early in May, and departing in Septem-
ber.”

There may well have been solitary sandpipers on
Pocono Mountain between May and September,
however, they would have been migrants.
Wilson admitted that he himself had “made
many long and close searches for the nest of this
bird, without success.”  We shouldn’t be too hard
on him for failing to find the nest of a solitary
sandpiper.  Except for a rare Minnesota record,
the birds do not nest in the United States. Even

more confusing is the fact that solitary sandpipers do
not nest on the ground like their cousins.  They nest
in trees!  After Wilson first described this species, 90
years would pass before someone actually found one
of its nests.

Tringa solitaria is not the only sandpiper to regularly
nest in trees.  It shares this habit with Tringa ochropus,
or the green sandpiper.  This, its Old World counter-
part, is similar in many ways.   Coming from Europe,
Wilson was familiar with the green sandpiper and
made note of this.

From a distance a solitary sandpiper may at first
resemble a spotted sandpiper (Actitis macularia)
However, it is slightly larger with more contrast
between its white belly and darker upperparts.
Then, there is also the dark greenish legs and what
David Sibley refers to as white “spectacles”.  These
latter are always a dead giveaway.

Also helpful in identifying the solitary sandpiper is
that they are generally found in places where you
would not necessarily expect to find waders.  This
includes isolated ditches and vernal pools, often in
woodlands.  They are hardly even seen in intertidal
habitats, preferring as they do inland fresh water.

The solitary sandpiper nests in the boreal forests of
Canada and Alaska.  It uses the old nests of song-
birds, including the American robin, rusty blackbird,
eastern kingbird, gray jay, and cedar waxwing.
Three to five eggs are laid.  These are creme-colored
with brown blotches.  The blotches tend to congre-
gate at the larger end.  The young are ready to leave
the nest as soon as their down has dried.

Not that you will ever have to worry about identify-
ing a solitary sandpiper’s nest or young.  The best we
get here are adult or hatching year birds making their
way either to or from the breeding territory.  Accord-
ing to Bob Ringler, the arrival and departure date
records for this bird in Carroll County are April 10 to
May 24 and July 3 to October 12.  So, the species
regularly appears on both our May and Fall counts.

Some solitary sandpipers winter in the southeastern
United States. However, most continue to anywhere
from Central America and the West Indies south to
Argentina and Uruguay.  Vagrants have also turned
up in Bermuda, Iceland, Greenland, Western Europe,
South Georgia, and South Africa.

Solitary Sandpiper ©Don Jewell
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Carroll County Birding Hotspot
Hashawha Environmental Center

A Native American word meaning “old fields”,
Hashawha is a Carroll County ebird hot spot.
Hashawha Environmental Center is located in
Northwestern Carroll County adjacent to the Union
Mills Homestead five miles north of Westminster. The
main entrance is off of Route 97 North on John
Owings Road. The Center
offers hiking trails, fishing,
and a nature center with a
variety of programs through-
out the year, a planetarium,
and an outdoor school for
county 6th graders. Parking is
available at both the nature
center and lake, while bath-
room facilities are available
only at the nature center. The
park is open from dawn to
dusk daily with no entrance
fee. The Nature Center how-
ever is only open Wednesday
through Sunday.

Birding can be productive at
any time of year. The area has deciduous woodlands,
fields, a small lake, raptor mews, and wetland areas.
There are approximately five miles of trails, although
not all are well marked, so a map may be necessary.

After turning on to John Owings Road from Route 97,
roll down your windows and drive slowly. Many
birds can be heard from the trees and shrubs next to
the road. You will come to a pull-off on your left next
to two small ponds. You can park and even begin
hiking trails from this location as well. Screech and
Great horned owl have both been found in the trees
near this location. Yellow warblers drip from the trees
around these two ponds in late spring and summer.

Common birds found in these trees and shrubs in
warmer months are Red-winged blackbird, Blue gray
gnatcatcher, Chipping, Swamp, and Song sparrows,
Towhee, and American goldfinch. In the large field
adjacent to the pond listen for Grasshopper and Field
sparrows singing.

Check the two
ponds to look for
waterfowl, but
most likely you
will only see
Canada geese and
mallard. You can
either begin
hiking here or
continue up the
road. If you
continue up the
road, make sure to pause at the dip to listen over the
large wetland area.  You will hear swamp sparrow
and may see a red-tailed hawk on a snag high over
the wetland. We have also had Great horned owl at
dusk here as well.

The road is busy at times, so you may want to pull
over at the small pull-off area on the right of the
road. It was on this small pull-off that I had my life
Rose-breasted grosbeak many years ago. The wet-
lands and stream may also produce Belted kingfisher,
American bittern and Great blue heron. In the spring,
I enjoy driving slowly up along John Owings Road to
listen for tanagers and warblers in the wooded
neighborhood instead of turning directly in to the
Center.

After turning left in the Center you can drive down
to the lake area and park. There is a boardwalk
around the lake that leads to the loop trail. In March
the spring peepers at Hashawha are actually deafen-
ing. You have to cover your ears - the decibel level is
so high! They are so numerous that you often see
them hopping around the lake parking lot. In the
area around
the boardwalk
in late spring
and summer
you can easily
find Orchard
and Baltimore
orioles, Yellow
warbler, Belted
kingfisher,
Eastern
kingbird,

Tea Anyone?
©Don Jewell

Bloodroot ©Don Jewell

Continued on page 7

©Don Jewell
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Green heron, and Eastern phoebe. Catbirds abound as
well. The lake area has a large congregation of Red-
winged blackbirds. If you check the reeds along the lake
you can usually spot a nest woven into the reeds. The lake
is also excellent for summer butterfly and dragonfly
hunting when the birding gets dull.

At the back of the lake there is a large sycamore tree with a
bench underneath. I can almost guarantee orioles in that
tree any year. You can usually see kingbirds, both orioles,
Indigo bunting, and Yellow warblers in the trees around
the back of the lake in the late spring and summer months.

Follow the trail behind the trees which will lead you down
to a stream area. This area is very productive for migrating

warblers in spring. I have had Black-throated blue, Black-throated green, Common yellowthroat, Palm,
Northern parula, Yellow, Chestnut-sided, Wilson’s, Blue-winged, Ovenbird, Worm-eating, Prairie, Kentucky,
Hooded, and Black and white warblers along this trail. You may also find Blue-gray gnatcatcher, Scarlet
tanager, Baltimore oriole, Red and White-eyed vireos, Catbirds, Veery, Wood thrush, and both Waterthrushes.
At any time of year listen and look for Barred owl in the wet woodlands along the trail. In spring and fall you
may find both kinglets and possibly a Fox or Lincoln’s sparrow.
The loop trail will take you through woods and fields and will
eventually bring you back to the lake. Bird boxes along the trail
are usually occupied by house wrens and in the winter by field
mice. You will hear Acadian, Great-Crested and Willow fly-
catchers along the trail in warmer months. Some of the wooded
ponds along the trail may also have wood duck.

The trail will wind by the outdoor school, raptor mews and
behind the nature center. This is a good overview trail of the
area. Many trails extend off of this main trail which extend out
beyond Hashawha proper’s boundaries. We have had turkeys
in the back parts of the trail, as well as off of the main road
leading in to the center. Some of the more scrubby areas along
the back trails may produce a chat in summer.

Make sure to check the feeders around the nature center at any
time of year. Mostly you will see Tufted Titmouse, Carolina
chickadee, Northern cardinal, American goldfinch and White-
breasted nuthatch, however you may also see a migrant such as
an Evening or Rose-breasted grosbeak. The hill in front of the
nature center is filled with Tree swallows in spring and summer.
They nest in the boxes around the area. Bluebirds are also very
common. Hashawha has many woodpeckers. At any time of
year you can find Downy, Hairy, Red-bellied, Pileated wood-
peckers and Northern Flicker. In Fall and Winter you can find
Yellow-bellied sapsuckers. In Winter at Hashawha you may find Golden-crowned kinglet, Hermit thrush,
Winter wren, Yellow-bellied sapsucker and Black-capped chickadee.

At any time of year, Hashawha is a beautiful place to hike and enjoy the outdoors. Make sure Hashawha is on
your list of Carroll County birding hot spots!

Tammy Schwaab, missingcw@aol.com

Leave it to Beaver ©Don Jewell

Hashawha Continued from page 6

White-eyed Vireo  ©Don Jewell
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Carroll Birders on the Move
Marc and Tammy Schwaab birded in New Mexico from July 16 - 22 of this year.  Using the book, Birding Hot
Spots of Central New Mexico by Judy Liddell & Barbara Hussey, they visited places like Albuquerque,
Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge, Belen Marsh, Rio Grande Nature Center, Corrales Bosque,
Embudito Canyon, Sulphur Canyon/Doc Long, Cienega Canyon, Sandia Crest, Los Lunas River Park, and
Riconado Canyon.

Their comprehensive trip list included 96 species.  Possibly number one on that list was the rufous-necked
wood rail that appeared at Bosque del Apache.  That was a first occurence for this species in the United States.
Other notable species included:

Scaled quail
Neotropic cormorant
White-faced ibis
Mississippi Kite
Swainson’s hawk
Prairie falcon
Eurasian collared dove
White-winged dove
Greater roadrunner
Burrowing owl
Lesser nighthawk
White-throated swift
Black-chinned hummingbird
Broad-tailed hummingbird
Rufus hummingbird
Ladder-backed woodpecker
Western wood-pewee
Ash-throated flycatcher
Cordilleran flycatcher
Black phoebe
Western kingbird
Plumbeous vireo
Chihuahuan Raven
Violet-green swallow
Verdin
Bushtit
Black-tailed gnatcatcher
Bewick’s wren
Pinyon jay
Stellar’s jay
Mountain chickadee
Western bluebird
Crissal thrasher
Phainopepla
Spotted towhee
Green-tailed towhee
Canyon towhee
Black-chinned sparrow
Black-throated sparrow
Western meadowlark
Yellow-headed blackbird
Great-tailed grackle
Bullock’s oriole
Lesser goldfinch

Gambel’s Quail ©Tammy Schwaab

Rufous-Necked Wood Rail©Tammy Schwaab

Least Bittern©Tammy Schwaab
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Carroll County Bird Club Lecture and Field Trip Schedule  2013-2014

September 4, 2012, 7:30 pm
Birding in the Low Countries of Europe by Gary Van Velsir
Westminster Senior Center,  125 Stoner Avenue, Westminster, MD.  Contact Don Jewell 410-259-4716 for more
information.

September 21, 2013, Saturday  -  up to all day
Carroll County Fall Bird Count  -  Parties of counters will set their own schedules in their pre-arranged areas,
to count resident and late migrant bird species throughout the County.  Contact Don Jewell to verify your bird
counting area (jewelldg@gmail.com or 410-259-4716).  Tally Rally will be hosted by Maureen Harvey at her
home.  If you will be attending the Tally, please RSVP to Maureen (410-795-3117) no later than Wednesday,
September 18, 2013 and bring a cash donation ($5) or food item.

October 2, 2013, 7:30 pm
Access Matters - Why Birders Should Care by Paul Baicich
Westminster Senior Center,  125 Stoner Avenue, Westminster, MD.  Contact Dave Harvey 410-795-3117
for more information.

October 19, 2013, Saturday  -  8:00 am, half-day trip
Morgan Run  -  Meet at the parking lot at the end of Ben Rose Lane.  Moderate but long hike.  Looking
for late migrants or some early winter birds.  Leader Bill Ellis (443-520-8809).

November 2, 2013, Saturday  - 8:00 am, half-day trip
Dickey Farm, Howard County  - Meet at the Park ‘n Ride on MD Rte 32 just north of I-70.  Moderate but long
hike.  Good mixed habitat, expect good sparrow numbers.  Leader Dave Harvey (410-795-3117).  Joint trip
with Howard County.

November 6, 2013, 7:30 pm
Birding in Western Alaska by Phil Davis
Westminster Senior Center, 125 Stoner Avenue, Westminster, MD.  Contact Dave Harvey 410-795-3117
for more information.

December 4, 2013, 7:30 pm
Up Against the Wall  -  Birding in England with Hadrian  by Don Jewell
Westminster Senior Center, 125 Stoner Avenue, Westminster, MD.  Contact Dave Harvey 410-795-3117
for more information.

December 8, 2013, Sunday  -  8:00 am, half-day trip
Piney Run Park  -  Meet at the parking lot outside the gate to Piney Run Park on Martz Road off White Rock
Road.  Moderate walking around Piney Run Lake, scoping early waterfowl;  continue hike through mixed
forest and along open field edge for late migrants and winter resident birds.
Leader Dave Harvey (410-795-3117).

January 11, 2014, 7:30 pm
Annual Holiday Party at the Yinglings - Meet at the Yinglings’ at 70 Ridge Rd in Westminster.  Talk birds,
eat, drink, and have fun with fellow birders.  Sue and Splinter Yingling, hostess/host.  Please coordinate with
the Yinglings to bring a dish at syingling@mac.com or 410-857-0902.

January 18, 2014, Saturday  -  up to all day
Carroll County Winter Bird Count  -  Parties of counters will set their own schedules in their pre-arranged
areas, to count resident and late migrant bird species throughout the county.  Contact Don Jewell to verify
your bird counting area (jewelldg@gmail.com  or 410-259-4716).  Tally Rally will be hosted by Amy Hoffman
at her home.  If you will be attending the Tally, please RSVP to Amy (410-549-3598) no later than Wednesday,
Jan 15, and bring a cash donation ($5) or food item.

Continued on page 10
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February 1, 2014, Saturday  -  up to all day
Howard County Winter Bird Count  -  If you are interested in helping our neighbors to the south call Joe
Byrnes (410-730-5329) or Joe Hanfman (443-745-7378) for area assignments and tally information.

February 5, 2014, 7:30 pm
Revision to Maryland’s Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Species List by Jim McCann
South Carroll Senior Center, 5928 Mineral Hill Rd., Eldersburg, MD.  Contact Dave Harvey 410-795-3117
for more information.

March 5, 2014, 7:30 pm
Geocaching by Alan and Penny McQuarrie
South Carroll Senior Center, 5928 Mineral Hill Rd., Eldersburg, MD.  Contact Dave Harvey 410-795-3117
for more information.

April 2, 2014, 7:30 pm
Shorebird ID by Cindie Loeper and John Bjerke
South Carroll Senior Center, 5928 Mineral Hill Rd., Eldersburg, MD.  Contact Dave Harvey 410-795-3117
for more information.

April 19, 2014, Saturday -  8:00 am, half-day trip
Liberty Watershed off Bollinger Mill Rd, Eldersburg -  Another great place for migrants.  Meet at parking area
at east end of Bollinger Mill Rd.  Leader Dave Harvey (410-795-3117).  Moderate hike; could be muddy if
recently rained.  Expect kingfisher, herons, early migrants, woodpeckers, flycatchers, and warblers.

May 3, 2014, Saturday,
Susquehanna State Park - Spring migration along the Susquehanna River. All nesting warblers will also be
present. Meet at 8 AM at the parking lot on Stafford Road immediately west of Lapidum Road. From I-95
north exit at Route 155 east and in a quarter mile turn left on Lapidum. Follow it to its end at Stafford Road
and turn left. Leader Bob Ringler (410-303-2792).

May 7, 2014, 7:30 pm
To be determined
South Carroll Senior Center, 5928 Mineral Hill Rd., Eldersburg, MD.  Contact Dave Harvey 410-795-3117
for more information.

May 10, 2014, Saturday,  -  up to all day
Carroll County May Count  - Parties of counters will set their own schedules in their pre-arranged areas, to
count resident and spring migrant bird species throughout the County.  Contact Don Jewell to verify your
bird counting area (jewelldg@gmail.com or 410-259-4716).  Tally Rally will be hosted by Susan Bollinger at her
home.  If you will be attending the Tally, please RSVP to Susan no later than  Wednesday,  May 7, 2014, (410-
848-2050). Bring a cash donation ($5)  or food item.

May 16-18, 2014, Friday to Sunday
MOS Annual Conference, Holiday Inn Express, Solomon’s Island, Calvert County, MD  —  Consult your
Yellowthroat or go to www.mdbirds.org for more information.

June 28, 2014, Saturday  - 1:00 pm until ??
Summer Picnic and Planning Meeting at Amy Hoffman’s  -  Another chance to talk birds, eat, drink, share
Amy’s pool, and have fun with fellow birders.  RSVP to Amy Hoffman (410-549-3598) if you plan to attend
and say what food item you’ll bring to share.

Continued from page 9
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Dave Harvey, President
  410-795-3117
Don Jewell, Vice President
  410-259-4716
Amy Hoffman, Treasurer
  410-549-3598

To contribute to The Whooosletter
or for further information, contact:

Don Jewell,
4685 Geeting Road,
Westminster, Maryland 21158
410-259-4716
jewelldg@gmail.com

Any uncredited content is the
product of the editor.

A Publication of the Carroll
County Bird Club

 The Whooosletter
A volunteer organization — i.e., the Maryland
Ornithological Society — can only function if mem-
bers come forward to help when a need exists. Please
consider whether you or another MOS member you
know would be suited to one of the following open
positions. Most activities are accomplished using e-
mail (or phone) with occasional face-to-face meet-
ings. Contact any MOS officer with your suggestions
or offer to serve. The MOS Manual of Operations and
By-Laws are both available online and provide
descriptions of MOS positions.

Janet Shields has announced that she will be stepping
down as MOS Secretary and also MOS Conference
Committee Chair at the end of her current term (ends
August 2014). She especially would like someone to
come forward very soon to learn the ins and outs of
MOS Conference planning, as the Committee will
begin the nitty-gritty planning of the 2014 Conference
very soon.

Communications Group Leader - coordinates
activities related to the MOS publications (Maryland
Yellowthroat, Maryland Birdlife, Yellowbook, Field

MOS Is Looking for a Few Good ...
Volunteers

Checklist) and MOS website. Works with MOS’s fine
cadre of editors and webmaster, discussing new
ideas and fostering updates and improvements.

Development/Membership Committee Chair - This
function could be managed by a small committee or
one dynamic individual and addresses the following
needs: How do we work to publicize the activities of
MOS beyond our membership? What needs to be
done to attract and retain new members?

Investment Committee Chair - receives monthly
statements for review, tracks activities of our invest-
ment manager (RBC Wealth Management) to ensure
MOS’ investments are performing satisfactorily and
in keeping with our chosen “green screen”, arranges
periodic face-to-face meetings with RBC and the full
committee (which includes the President, Treasurer,
and two long-serving committee members). Keeps
the MOS Board informed of investment status.

Nominations Committee Members - a couple of
new members are needed. This committee finds
replacement officers for MOS. For the 2014 elections,
MOS will need a new Vice President as well as a new
Secretary.

Scholarship Committee Member - Committee Chair
Kate Tufts especially needs someone from the Eastern
Shore to complete this committee.

©Don Jewell


