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Mostly Treats
While some people may have felt tricked when we moved 
our meetings to a new location at the Carroll Nonprofit 
Building in Westminster, those who attended were 
pleasantly surprised with the facility. I have had nothing 
but good comments about the place.  

Not only that, our attendance has been way up!  Of 
course, this also had something to do with our speakers.  
Ron Gutberlet and Greg Kearns presented programs that 
were definitely treats. 

Some of the birds on the mid-week August field trip to 
Bombay Hook proved a little tricky.  We did not see the 
large numbers of shorebirds that we had hoped to, 
however, those we did see were beautiful.  We never did 
see the Sedge Wren that called, but it was enough just to 
hear the bird.

Our foray to the Cromwell Valley Hawk Watch 
definitely turned out to be a treat.  Hundreds of 
Broadwinged Hawks kettled above us throughout 
the late morning on what turned out to be one of the 
best days they have ever had there.  

Greg Kearns led us on the hunt for Soras at Jug Bay.  In 
spite of an aproaching cold front and a heavy breeze, the 
little rails treated us to a fantastic show as they went about 
the business of refueling for the journey ahead of them.

The Fall Count produced a number of treats.  Sharon 
Schwemmer found an American Avocet and many 
club members were able to see it.  Tammy and Marc 
Schwaab had an American Bittern at one of the Magna 
Way Ponds.

So, over all, it has been mostly treats.  I hope you enjoyed 
the many club activities as much as I did.  If you haven’t 
been able to participate, I hope you will have the 
opportunity to do so in the future.  

Ideas for new speakers or field trips are always welcome.  
Please contact the club about them.

Thanks

American Avocet in Carroll County
Sharon Schwemmer Describes Her
Exciting Fall Count Discovery

I started out my fall bird count morning in my usual way, at my 
feeders. I could only count for the first part of the day, due to a 
prior commitment I had for the afternoon/evening.  There was 
nothing too much at the feeders, so I headed out to do my rounds 
in my territory. 

I went by the sediment pond behind the Hampstead/Greenmount 
WalMart. I always check this pond when I’m doing a count. The 
water is usually high, with maybe only a few ducks or geese float-
ing around and not much more. It used to be better for shorebirds 
when it was a smaller pond, before WalMart expanded it. 

To my surprise I noticed that there were pretty extensive (for this 
pond) mudflats around the perimeter. I spotted five Mallards, plus 
behind them what, at a quick glance, might have been a gull at 
rest.  Its head was tucked under its wing and it was a little taller 
than the ducks. I couldn’t see the bird’s legs behind the ducks, but 
immediately decided it was something else, because of its dark 
wings. 

So I drove to the other end of the pond and parking lot, to get a 
better bead on it. When I got there seconds later, there the bird 
was, right in front of me. It was wide awake now and actively feed-
ing---an AMERICAN AVOCET!
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I was quite surprised to see it and thought I should proba-
bly check with one of our experts. I called Mark Scarff first, 
because he is usually counting with me, and I knew I’d never 
be forgiven if the bird left before he got to see it! Bill Ellis was 
first on my phone (dinosaur flip phone, that is) list, but he 
did not answer. 

Then, of course, I called Bob! When he answered, I asked, 
“Hey Bob, would it be unusual to see an Avocet, here, today?” 
All he said was, “Yep”. So I replied, “Well I am looking at one 
right now!” He immediately stated, matter-of-factly, “That’s 
almost a county record.” 

I was thrilled and so happy to have discovered it in “my” 
territory!! Bob said it would be a couple of hours before 
he could get up that way to see it, but he’d try to spread the 
word. I had no one else’s numbers in my phone, except Sue 
Yingling’s. So I then called her and asked if she could shoot 
out an e-mail to our list, which she did right away. Thank you 
Sue!
 
Before anyone else showed up, there was a WalMart tractor 
trailer that had pulled up to the building to unload. The 
driver got out and asked me what I was looking at. I told him 
about the bird and offered him my binoculars for a better 
look. He came over and took me up on it. He had never seen 
an Avocet before and was going to go home and look it up.  
Yay! Budding birder #1 encountered! He has feeders at home 
he said, but that was it. 

Then Mark arrived with his spotting scope at the same time 
as his friend Dara. It wasn’t really needed, as the bird was so 
close, but offered great close ups!  Thank you Mark. 

A car pulled up soon after Mark’s scope was set up. A couple 
got out with binocs and I thought, “Wow! Bob really got the 
word out fast!”  I went over to them and introduced myself. 
They turned out to be birders, Eileen Wise and her husband 
(sorry, forgot his name), from close by in Baltimore County. 

They were just stopping by the store, saw the scope stand-
ing there and decided to check us out. They were glad they 
did.  Eileen got some great shots that I saw on MD Bird-
ing’s Facebook page later that day! Thank you Eileen. 

Soon after that we all left, I to finish up my count. I made a 
last visit to the pond before I had to quit for the day. That 
time I was approached by a WalMart manager and his 
co-worker, walking across from the back of the building, 
pretending to be picking up trash. I knew they were com-
ing for me, suspicious of my presence. I told them what 
I was doing there and they seemed interested, so I again 
offered my binocs to them for a look. I informed them that 
the presence of this particular bird was extremely rare and 
that they should expect to see many more cars arriving 
throughout the day and maybe the next few as well. They 
just warned me about glass and nails on that area of the lot. 
Yay! Maybe budding birders #2 & #3! 

I did hear from Bob later when he made it there also. Many 
others got to view the Avocet over the next couple of days, 
before it continued on with its migration. It was at the 
pond from early Saturday, Sept. 20th, to late on Tuesday, 
Sept. 23rd. 

Footnote: there were also several Killdeer and Yellowlegs 
feeding on that Saturday too.

After some research, Bob discovered that Sharon’s Avocet was 
actually the fourth for Carroll County.  The three previous 
sightings here were:

1. One at Thistledown Farm west of Taneytown on an un-
specified date in August sometime in the 1990s.

2. One at the former Magna Way pond in Westminster on 
Sept. 3, 2001.

3. One at Piney Run Park on July 9, 2009.

Fall Count Results

The Carroll County Bird Club Fall Count was held on 
September 20, 2014.  Seventeen observers in ten different 
parties covered 30.5 miles on foot, 225 miles by car, and 1.5 
miles by golf cart to record 4337 individual birds making 
up 103 species -- which is very good for this time of year.  

The top twenty species in terms of numbers are listed 
below.  Write-ins included Willow Flycatcher, Acadian 
Flycatcher, Worm-eating Warbler, and American Bittern.  
The highlight of the count, however, was when Sharon 
Schwemmer turned up an American Avocet in the pond 
behind the Hampstead WalMart.  This was only the fourth 
sighting of this species in Carroll County.

American Avocet in Manchester ©Ken Koons/Carroll County Times
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Top Twenty Fall Count Species

European Starling  581
Canada Goose   477
American Crow   267
Mourning Dove   238
Blue Jay    237
Rock Pigeon   223
Common Grackle  200
Gray Catbird   192
Carolina Chickadee  155
Northern Cardinal  127
American Goldfinch  122
Turkey Vulture   113
House Sparrow   107
Tufted Titmouse   104  
Mallard    102
Eastern Bluebird    99
American Robin    74
Carolina Wren    73
Red-bellied Woodpecker   66
Downy Woodpecker   50

Maureen and Dave Harvey hosted the tally rally at their 
home in Sykesville.  Thanks! 

The next count will be the Mid-Winter Count.  This will 
take place on January 17th.  Please save the date.  I will be 
in touch with everyone before then. 

Field Trip Reports 
Bombay Hook 8/19/14 

The Carroll County Bird Club made a rare mid-week foray 
to Bombay Hook.  It had been billed as a shorebird trip and 
was to have taken place the week before.  Unfortunately (or 
fortunately as it turned out) we had decided to reschedule 
it due to the weather.   What was supposed to be rain had 
turned torrential and we may have even found ourselves 
caught up in flooding.  August 19th, instead, was sunny 
and dry with just enough breeze to keep the mosquitoes at 
bay.  But, I am getting ahead of myself.

First, club members actually had to get there.  For some 
reason, that proved more difficult than it should have been.  
We were to meet at the Park and Ride in Eldersburg on 
Route 32, just south of Liberty Road.  Bob Ringler, Skippy 
Ringler, Tom Miller, Spike Morningstar, and I met and 
stood talking for a while.  It soon became obvious, 
however, that we were missing Maureen Harvey.  

Dave had pulled his back, so we knew he wasn’t going to 
be able to make it.  Bob called him at home to ask about 
Maureen.  She had already left.  The only thing we could 
figure was that she had gone to the other Park and Ride on 
Route 32. (An easy mistake to make. We often meet there.)  
Hopping into two cars, we raced down to the other lot.  
Just as we arrived, Maureen was in the process of pulling 
out to go look for us.

Our next stop was at a shopping center just before the Bay 
Bridge where we were supposed to pick up Debbie Terry.  
Debbie was there.  As we stood discussing who was going 
to ride with whom, Maureen spotted an Osprey flying 
overhead with a large fish in its talons.  We all stood there 
watching in wonder.  How do they manage to land those 
big ones anyway?

Driving through parts of Maryland’s Eastern Shore and 
Delaware, we ended up at Prime Hook National Wildlife 
Refuge.  Bob, who was leading, decided this would be a 
good first stop.  We had just finished checking out the visi-
tors center (and the restroom, of course) when Bob’s phone 
rang.  “Where are you?” asked a voice on the other end.  It 
was Bill Ellis.  He had been staying at his place in Ocean 
City and decided to drive up and join us.  Since the trip 
was supposed to be to Bombay Hook, Bill figured he would 
just meet us there.  Bob suggested that he now drive back 
south to Prime Hook.  We would wait for him.

While we were waiting for Bill, we did manage to do a little 
birding.  There were quite a number of birds around the 
visitors center.  The volunteer there was particularly excited 
about a large congregation of egrets in a tree within view.  
She took us outside to point them out to us.  From what 
we could tell, they were all Great Egrets.  Purple Martins, 
Tree Swallows, and Barn Swallows soared back and forth 
over the fields bordering the road.  Higher still sailed 
Bald Eagle, Turkey Vulture, and Red-tailed Hawk.  Other 
species in the fields and trees themselves included Eastern 
Wood-Pewee, Northern Mockingbird, American Gold-
finch, Chipping Sparrow, Mourning Dove, and Carolina 
Wren. 

Once we had everyone on board, we set off on Prime Hook 
Road, eventually making our way through much of the 
wetlands.  Tom had brought along some walkie talkies, 
so the occupants of all three vehicles could stay in touch.  
Pulling off from time to time in order to set up scopes, our 
list soon included Snowy Egret, Great Blue Heron, Caspian 
Tern, Forster’s Tern, Double-crested Cormorant, Laughing 
Gull, Semi-palmated Plover, Lesser Yellowlegs, Short-billed 
Dowitcher, Black Skimmer, Semi-palmated Sandpiper, 
Greater Yellowlegs, Herring Gull, Great Egret, Osprey, 
Least Tern, Black-bellied Plover, and Black-necked Stilt.



Unfortunately, the road was closed well ahead of the 
beach.  Still, that didn’t keep us from piling out and 
walking as far as we could.  Through the scopes, we were 
able to see some ponds on the leeward side of the dunes.   
We were able to add Sanderling, Ruddy Turnstone, and 
Red-breasted Merganser.  There were two of the latter.  
They sat very still facing us and were pretty much impos-
sible to identify until a man crossing the dunes forced the 
birds to get up and walk a short distance.

Clapper Rails called from the marsh nearby.  I saw one 
fly briefly.  It quickly disappeared  into the marsh again 
though.  We had only a slightly longer view of a dark, 
thick-billed sparrow.  Debbie spotted it.  Before we could 
say for sure what it was, however, it too disappeared.  For-
tunately, I had managed to take a few photos.  While none 
of these were great, they did enable us to confirm Debbie’s 
tentative ID of the bird as a Seaside Sparrow.

What are these people looking at?

The weather was really nice.  It was sunny, with enough 
breeze to keep the mosquitoes down.  We also saw very 
few biting flies.  Leaving Prime Hook, we drove north 
to Port Mahon.  There were some Willets here and quite 
a few Royal Terns as well.  These were new species for 
the trip.  Forster’s Terns were also numerous.  Many of 
these were immature and it was nice to get a good look at 
their brownish plumage.  We also saw Lesser Yellowlegs, 
Semi-palmated Plovers, and Great Black-backed Gulls 
here.
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For the most part, the road was good, however, there were 
a couple spots where the macadam had washed out and 
the sand was pretty deep.   We were all in four-wheel (or 
all-wheel) drive vehicles, however, not everyone visiting 
the area that day was.  Club members came to the rescue of 
a woman whose vehicle was stuck in the sand.  While we 
were pushing that car out, the driver of another attempted 
to pass by.  She got stuck too.  No problem for the CCBC 
though.  Most of us didn’t even have to remove our binocu-
lars to effect a rescue!

Immature Forster’s Tern

With that bit of exercise out of the way, we once again 
resumed our journey to Bombay Hook.  Considering that 
this was billed as a field trip to Bombay Hook, it was only 
fitting that we get there sooner or later.  On the way, we 
noted  Red-tailed Hawk, Horned Lark, Bank Swallow, Tree 
Swallow, Barn Swallow, and Blue Grosbeak.

When we finally did make it to Bombay Hook, we were 
in for a bit of a disappointment.  The large numbers of 
shorebirds we had hoped to see were nowhere to be found.  
As we drove around the various impoundments, we made 
the best of it though and managed to turn up Snowy Egret, 
Double-crested Cormorant, Royal Tern, Gray Catbird, 
Eastern Towhee, Common Yellowthroat, Blue Grosbeak, 
and Northern Harrier.  Notice that there aren’t any shore-
birds on that list.

The sightings sheet at the visitors center (Or was it posted 
online somewhere?) mentioned a Sedge Wren that had 
been hanging out around the Allie House.  None of us 
could remember ever having been to this historic dwelling 
before. When we finally found it, there were some interest-
ing birds hanging about.  These included Indigo Bunting, 
Eastern Kingbird, and American Goldfinch.  Bob thought 
he heard a Bobolink fly over.  No one heard a Sedge Wren 
though.

Black-necked Stilt
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After waiting for a while longer (just in case) we all packed 
into the vehicles headed for the exit.  We had only gone 
a couple hundred feet when Bob told us to stop.  Sure 
enough, he had heard the Sedge Wren.  We took up posi-
tion along the road.  Each of us stared at his or her favorite 
patch of marsh grass.  No wren.  Then, it would call again 
and we would refocus on where the sound came from.  Still 
no bird.  In fact, we never did actually see it.  But, it was 
well worth the effort.  Standing there together, listening to 
its delightful song was a highpoint of the day.

Green Heron

On the way to the gate, we actually did see some shorebirds.  
There were Semipalmated Plovers and Semipalmated Sand-
pipers.  Added to these was a Green Heron, a female Wood 
Duck, and a Marsh Wren.  The latter, like its cousin, was 
seen but not heard.   Quite a few monarch butterflies passed 
by as we left.

Cromwell Valley Hawk Watch 9/14/14

My wife  Mary and I met Dave Harvey at the park-and-
ride on Route 32 at 9:00am.  He was the only member who 
had called to tell us he was going other than Bob Ringler.  
Bob planned on arriving at the park in time for the dawn 
chorus.  He was to meet us there.

I had never been to Cromwell Valley Park before, however 
Mary and Dave had.  It wasn’t difficult to find.  As per Bob’s 
previous instructions, we waited to turn into the second 
entrance.  Bob appeared as we parked the car.  He had 
already racked up an impressive warbler list.  We had to 
settle for  a Common Yellowthroat, American Goldfinch, 
Red-eyed Vireo, Cedar Waxwing, and Gray Catbird seen or 
heard on our way up to the hawkwatch area.  

A Fine Kettle Indeed

But, we weren’t there for the warblers now.  We wanted
to see hawks.  And we certainly wouldn’t be disappointed.

In a later posting on MDBirding, hawkwatch organizer 
Jim Myers would later refer to it as  “one of the most 
enjoyable days on record at Cromwell Valley Park”.  Since 
I had never been hawkwatching there before, I had no  
point of reference.  However, I could not remember a 
more pleasurable day of watching hawks anywhere in the 
past.   

We joined some 40 others on the hill.  Most were expe-
rienced birders, but some were beginners who had read 
about the place in the newspaper and decided to check 
it out. Hal Wierenga was leading a group from the Anne 
Arundel County chapter.   It was nice to see him again.  
The weather couldn’t have been better for sitting around 
watching hawks.

The Broadwings were the stars of the show, of course.  
They would come streaming across the sky before 
forming up into kettles right overhead with as many as 
200 birds.   Official totals for the day (8:00am - 6:00pm) 
included the following:  

Broadwing hawk - 4,428 
Sharp-shinned hawk - 47 
Coopers hawk - 6 
Osprey - 10
Northern harrier - 5
Bald eagle - 9
American kestrel - 9
Merlin - 1 
Redtailed hawk - 3 

Since we were only there for half a day, CCBC watchers 
did not see all of the individual birds mentioned in Jim’s 
final report.  We did see a lot of hawks, however, belong-
ing to all the species except for the Merlin.  The flocks of 
chimney swifts passing over were also impressive.
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Jug Bay 10/4/14

After listening to Greg Kerns speak at our September 
meeting (Of Rice and Rails), I was excited about seeing So-
ras up close and personal.  Tom Miller was kind enough to 
drive Bob Ringler and myself to the Patuxent River Park 
in Prince Georges County.  There, we met other members 
waiting outside the locked gate.  Most people had elected 
to drive down separately.  All total there would be 12 of us.

While we were waiting, a train horn could be heard in the 
distance.  This competed with the calls of American Crow, 
Red-bellied Woodpecker, and Blue Jay.

Greg showed up a short time later in an outfit reminiscent 
of The Crocodile Hunter.  He unlocked the gate and then 
drove on ahead of us to get the boat ready.  The dock itself 
was a short walk down from the parking lot.  The boat 
was of the pontoon variety with comfortable seating and a 
cover to protect from the rain or the sun.

Captain Greg

Speaking of rain, we had definitely dodged the bullet as far 
as the weather was concerned.  It had rained quite a bit the 
night before, but the sky was pretty clear now.  It wouldn’t 
remain that way for long though.  Greg also pointed out 
the fact that it had rained so hard earlier that the water 
was unusually high.  He hoped this would not make the 
Soras difficult to see.

Mary, Greg’s volunteer assistant, untied the boat and we 
were soon floating across the waters of the Patuxent River.  
Greg made certain to tell us that this river was the longest 
entirely in Maryland.

It wasn’t long before our bird list started to swell to in-
clude Double-crested Cormorant, Bald Eagle, Great Egret, 
Laughing Gull, Wood Duck, Great Blue Heron, and Mal-
lard.  A cold front was predicted for later that morning, so 
Greg wanted everyone to get a good look at a Sora as soon 
as possible.  Once the winds picked up, the birds would be 
less inclined to stay out in the open.

There were many nice stands of wild rice.  Greg had been 
instrumental in making sure this plant, which is so critical

The Fearless Crew

to the Soras’ survival, was protected or reestablished 
whenever possible.  He guided the boat into one nice stand 
of it and clapped his hands.  We could hear several Soras 
call, but none of these were visible.  He also tried playing a 
recording of the bird’s call, but still no Soras appeared.

Moving on, we did see (or hear) other species.  These 
included Pileated Woodpecker, Turkey Vulture, Black 
Vulture, Red-winged Blackbird, Cooper’s Hawk, Belted 
Kingfisher, Mourning Dove, Northern Harrier, Canada 
Goose, Osprey, Peregrine Falcon, Wilson’s Snipe, Rock 
Pigeon, Yellowthroat, Black Duck, Blue-winged Teal, 
Green-winged Teal, and Northern Pintail.

Greg made a number of other stops for the Soras.  He was 
determined that we would all see one.  Most of us saw not 
just one, but three or four.  Not only did we have good 
views of the birds, we were able to watch them as they fed.  
One was even climbing up a wild rice stalk.

The Quary

Another bird was particularly cooperative.  It stood out in 
the open for a very long time.  Everyone was able to enjoy 
it, except for Mary, Greg’s helper.  For some reason, she 
just could  not get her binoculars on it.  

Continued on page 7
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Greg was determined however.  Mary would see that bird.  
He did everything he could to pinpoint it’s location for her.  
Eventually, even he gave up.  Then Bob Ringler gave it a try.  
His luck wasn’t any better.  Finally, just as we were thinking 
about moving on, Mary let out a loud, excited yell. 
“I see it!” she cried.  At which point the bird immediately 
disappeared.

In addition to the wild rice growing along the river, there 
were other plants.  Greg pointed them out to us.  These 
included Bur Marigold, Smartweed, Pickerel Weed, Hal-
berd-leaved Tearthumb, Sneezeweed, and Swamp Aster.  
The latter was a beautiful shade of purple.  Greg had seen 
Bobolinks in it some time ago.  We stopped to look, but 
could not find any.

Continuing along Western Branch, which is a tributary of 
the Patuxent, we heard and saw birds more associated with 
the woodlands than the wetlands.  These included Eastern 
Towhee, Hairy Woodpecker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Blue 
Jay, and Gray Catbird.  When we got to the bridge over the 
water, we could travel no farther and so turned around.  A 
Northern Watersnake slithered off along the bank.  We also 
saw a Red-bellied and a Painted Turtle sitting together on 
one fallen log.

The wind was really starting to pick up when we returned 
to the pier.  People who headed for the parking lot quickly 
returned.  Part of the walkway leading to the stairs was 
under water.  We all had to pile on the boat again and dis-
embark at another, drier location.

Book Review
Eastman Guide to the Birds, The Natural History Accounts for 150 North American 
Species by John Eastman.  Illustrated by Amelia Hansen

I cannot remember exactly when I discovered John Eastman’s books on birds.  He has written three, if you don’t count 
Enjoying Birds in Michigan which he edited.  Birds of Forest, Yard, and Thicket came first in 1997.  A copy was probably 
sitting on the shelf in the Audubon Bookshop.  The title caught my eye and browsing through the pages I realized I had to 
have it.

Rather than being just another field guide, Eastman’s book covered all facets of each species contained within.  While the 
descriptions in other guides were getting shorter and shorter, here was a lot of interesting information written in a friend-
ly prose style.  After a detailed description of the species, sections would follow on Close Relatives, Behaviors, Ecology, 
and Focus.  The latter is my favorite.  As Eastman himself admits, it is a kind of catchall section that contains information 
that didn’t exactly fit in one of the other sections.

For instance, Henry David Thoreau failed to distinguish the song of the Hermit Thrush from that of the Wood Thrush.  
Or, did you know that the first bird Alexander Wilson shot after getting off the boat in America was a Red-headed Wood-
pecker?  I’ll bet no one ever told you that the name junco comes from the Latin juncus meaning “rush’ resulting from 
early ornithologists mistakenly referring to the bird’s supposed marshland habitat.  I could go on and on.

The line drawings by Amelia Hansen were included not so much to help identify the birds as to illustrate aspects of their 
behavior, anatomy, habitat, food source, etc.  They are very fine indeed and add a lot.

Following the success of Birds of Forest, Yard, and Thicket, the author and illustrator team went on to create Birds of Lake, 
Pond and Marsh in 1999 and Birds of Field and Shore in 2000.  All were published by Stackpole Books.  I bought all of 
them.  One of the problems I have had over the years, however, is deciding which book will have the species I want more 
information on.  Technically, there could be some overlap, especially between birds of the shore and birds of the lake, 
pond, or marsh.  Invariably, I grab the wrong one off the shelf.

A recent event, however, has changed all that.  Stackpole has published all three volumes as a Kindle Book.  The title is 
Eastman Guide to the Birds.  In it are the almost 150 species that were in the original books.  (Northern Harrier at least 
appeared in two of the volumes.)  Hansen’s delightful illustrations have been faithfully reproduced and appear sharp even 
on my less than “top of the line” Kindle model.  Also to recommend it is the price.  $9.99 for three books is a great deal.

The only thing to be said negatively about the new edition is that the publishers did not take a little more time to create 
an index (or table of contents) that would cover all three volumes.  This means that readers still have to look in the back 
(or front) of each book to find what is in it.  Still, this is easier to do electronically than by turning pages. 

Continued on page 8

Continued from page 6
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Our own Rick Blom, when writing about Eastman’s books said “The amount of detail is impressive…presented in a 
readable, easy to follow narrative.”  I refer to them frequently and use the information found therein when preparing the 
Species Profile for this newsletter.  If you own a Kindle or can read Kindle books on your electronic device, this is a good 
time to learn for yourself what a great read the Eastman Guide to Birds can be.

Species Profile                                                                         

Pied-billed Grebe  Polilymbus podiceps

There is something very pleasant about spotting a Pied-
billed Grebe on a lake or a pond.  For one thing, these 
usually solitary birds are easy to identify.  It is difficult 
to confuse them with any other waterfowl, or any other 
grebes for that matter.  That’s always a good thing.

The name grebe is French and thought by some to have 
come from the Breton word krib, meaning crest.  The 
Pied-billed Grebe doesn’t have any sort of crest or tuft, 
however. The description “pied-billed” isn’t much help 
either.  This refers to the fact that in breeding plumage, 
the bird’s whitish bill has a black vertical bar across the 
center of it.  When they visit Carroll County, this feature is 
usually not so obvious. 

So, how does one identify this bird?  The bird measures 
around 13 inches from bill to tail.  In Birds of Lake, Pond, 
and Marsh, John Eastman describes the pied-billed grebe 
as a “brown, chunky, ducklike diver.”  Walter Ellison, in 
the Second Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Maryland and the 
District of Columbia, says that it looks like “a drab gray ball 
with a slender neck and round head.”  Not very flattering.
  
Whenever I spot this species, Roger Tory Peterson im-
mediately comes to mind.  In one of my old field guides 
by this author it is described as “A ‘chicken-billed’ diver”.  
Succinct and to the point.  The bird looks a little like a 
chicken.    For some reason, the authors of other modern 
bird guides fail to mention this. (No doubt the threat of 
lawsuit from GADS, the Grebe Anti-Defamation Society, 
has something to do with this.)

If the Pied-billed Grebe looks like a chicken in some 
ways, it can also be said to resemble a submarine.  This 
is a strange combination for sure.  However, it works.  
The bird has the ability to sink in place, just like Captain 
Nemo.  It does this by forcing air from its feathers and 
body to reduce buoyancy.  This makes it possible to swim 
with only its head protruding above the surface, like a 
periscope.  This strange ability may have had something 
to do with some of the pied-billed grebe’s other common 
names.  It has been called hell diver and water witch in 
some locales.

Also like a submarine, the Pied-billed Grebe can dive 
when necessary.  This would be its preferred way to avoid 
potential predators.  To assist in this process, it has large 
feet, with partially webbed toes.  Unfortunately, these are 
of no help whatsoever on land.  Add to this the rearward 
placement of the legs, and you have a bird that couldn’t 
take off from land even if it wanted to.  Not that you are 
likely to see one in flight anyway.  Such acrobatics are 
usually reserved for migration.
  
Pied-billed Grebes may dive as deep as 20 feet.  They 
also do this to capture the food they eat.  This is made 
up mostly of aquatic insects, although the grebes also 
eat crayfish, minnows, small carp and catfish, snails, 
tadpoles, frogs, and an occasional spider for variety.  Sad 
to say, some Pied-billed Grebes have also been known to 
prey on swimming ducklings.  There may also be small 
amount of vegetable matter and seeds on the menu.

Strangest of all, however, when it comes to this specie’s 
eating habits, is the fact that it eats its own feathers.  
We’re not talking about an occasional nibble while 
preening either.  The contents of some bird’s stomachs 
have been shown to have feather content as high as 50%.  
That’s a lot of feathers!  The jury is still out as to why 
Pied-billed Grebes do this.  Having all those feathers in 
there may cushion the walls of the stomach and protect 
them from sharp bones and the like.  The feathers may 
also slow the passage of such materials giving the stom-
ach longer to digest them.

Some Pied-billed Grebes have been recorded to breed in 
Maryland, but none in Carroll County.  The problem is 
that we do not have enough suitable habitat.  Pied-billed 
Grebes prefer wetlands with lots of floating plants and 
adjacent open water.  There isn’t all that much of this in 
Maryland, much less Carroll County.  Pied-Billed Grebes 
breed from Southern Canada to South America.  

Continued on page 9
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Pairs return to previous nesting sites in the Spring.  They 
are probably monogamous.  

Displays used in courtship and territory defense tend to be 
more vocal than visual.  The call of the Pied-Billed Grebe 
has been referred to as “distinctive” and “throaty”.   East-
man compares it to that of a Yellow-billed Cuckoo.  Both 
parents build the nest.  It is more or less a platform of rot-
ted aquatic vegetation, floating on the water’s surface, but 
partially anchored to a plant with roots to hold it in place.  
Five to seven bluish-white eggs are laid.  Incubation takes 
around 23 days.  The female is mainly responsible for this, 
however, the male may pitch in from time to time. 

The chicks are striped down the back with a red spot near 
the eye.  Parents will frequently carry one or two of them 
around on their backs, even when diving.  This prompts 
many birders to comment “Aren’t they cute!”

Migration, if you can call it that, isn’t such a big deal for 
Pied-billed Grebes.  In the fall, they become less solitary 
and join together in groups of as many as fifty individuals.  
Then, they disperse to areas where they can survive the 
winter.  Often, they will only travel as far south as it takes 
to find water that hasn’t frozen over.

This species is the most abundant of the six grebes here in 
North America.  Raccoons may destroy nests, however, the 
biggest dangers to the Pied-billed Grebe are flooding and 
habitat loss.  The Pied-billed Grebes we see here in Carroll 
County are usually either winter residents or just passing 
through.   
    

Birding Hot Spot
Pine Valley Park by Henry Leskinen

Pine Valley Park is Manchester’s hidden jewel.  The park 
is located on the northeast side of town and encompasses 
approximately 60 acres.  Included with the park is Char-
lotte’s Quest Nature Center.  The Nature Center is run by 
the Manchester Parks Foundation and provides a variety 
of programs for children.  The park area was originally set 
aside to provide protection to surface water springs which 
are part of Manchester’s water supply.  Through the efforts 
of local citizens and Town staff, the park has become a 
multi-use area providing almost 4.5 miles of hiking trails, 
a fishing pond, and an outdoor pavilion for picnicking.

Pine Valley Park is a wonderful place for birdwatching 
throughout  the year, providing a mix of xeric oak forest, 
mixed oak/poplar forest, a spruce/pine plantation, man-
aged meadow/old field, and young successional forest.  

Two access points are provided to the park.  The more 
commonly used access is via Wilhelm Lane, which is locat-
ed on the north side of York Street across from the Man-
chester Fireman’s Activity Building and Carnival Grounds. 
This access takes you to a parking lot by the Nature Center.  
The second access, which is my preferred access, is via 
Walnut Street, which is located on the east side of MD 
Route 30 approximately 0.25 miles north of the MD Route 
30-MD Route 27 intersection (the Sheetz Store), just prior 
to Bill Rohrbaugh’s bus yard.  Follow Walnut Street down 
to the park pavilion near one of the town’s water treatment 
plants.  Park along the fence just before the pump station.  
Behind you is the Walnut Street pond. 

 
The Pond at Pine Valley

I typically start my birdwatching by looking at the feed-
er adjacent to the large house to the left of the pond (the 
house and associated barn are not part of the park so 
observe from the pond area).  The feeder is generally 
busy with Carolina Chickadees, Tufted Titmice, Northern 
Cardinals, American Goldfinches, White-breasted Nut-
hatches, Blue Jays, House Finches, Downy Woodpeckers, 
and Red-bellied Woodpeckers.   During the Summer, 
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Chipping Sparrows are also present.  Eastern Bluebirds are 
common in the trees around the feeder and on the adjacent 
electric lines.  The forsythia hedge between the house and 
barn always seems to be full of House Sparrows, Northern 
Cardinals, House Finches, and Northern Mockingbirds.  
During the Spring and Summer, Gray Catbirds are present.  
In the Winter, White-throated Sparrows and Dark-eyed 
Juncos are abundant.  

The small pond provides nesting habitat for Red-winged 
Blackbirds.  Song Sparrows and occasionally a Green 
Heron are also present.  Barn Swallows nest in the barn 
between May and July and can be closely observed feeding 
over the pond and adjacent fields.  Eastern Phoebes also 
frequent the barn during the Summer.

Once I have finished my walk around the pond, I proceed 
to the woodland trail immediately north of the pond.   
Oak/poplar forest will be to your left along a stream while a 
more xeric oak forest will be to your right on the adjoining 
hillslopes.  This forest, though not very large, hosts a wide 
array of bird species.  In addition to the usual Carolina 
Chickadees, Tufted Titmice, White-breasted Nuthatches, 
and Red-bellied Woodpecker, you will often find Pileated 
Woodpeckers and Great-crested Flycatchers in this stretch.  

During Spring and Fall migration, these woods are fairly 
reliable for Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, Red-eyed Vireos, and 
a number of warbler species, including Ovenbird, Amer-
ican Redstart and Black-and-white Warbler.  I often find 
Scarlet Tanagers, Wood Thrushes, and Eastern Wood-pe-
wees here in late Spring and early Summer, with the pewees 
lingering into September.  

After a short walk through the forest you will see a fork in 
the trail with an open field to your right.  Take the right 
fork which follows along the edge of the field and then take 
the next immediately right back into the woods.  Howev-
er, before you re-enter the woods on your late Spring and 
Summer walks, listen for singing Field Sparrows and 
Indigo Buntings in the far hedgerow adjoining this field.  

You will walk uphill through the woods and come to an 
another opening by a gravel road.  Turn left at the opening 
and follow the trail along the interface of an oak forest 
and overgrown old field.  The overgrown old field used to 
provide habitat for Prairie Warblers and Field Sparrows 
but the Prairie Warblers disappeared as the field matured 
and woody vegetation grew beyond scrub stage.  This 
overgrown field now provides habitat for Gray Catbirds, 
Brown Thrashers, Eastern Towhees, Northern Cardinals, 
House Wrens, Carolina Wrens and, during the Winter, 
Ruby-crowned and Golden-crowned Kinglets.  I have also 
observed various warblers in this area during migration.  

This trail makes a full loop around the overgrown field 
and takes you back to the gravel road leading to the water 

treatment station.  Follow the road downslope until you 
reach the grassland/meadow on your left.  A walk through 
the grassland/meadow is pretty at any time of the year but 
is particularly beautiful in late August-early September, 
when the joe-pye weeds, New York ironweed, and various 
asters and goldenrods are in flower.  Birding is also good 
in this field, with Field Sparrows, Song Sparrows, Chipping 
sparrows, and yellowthroats usually present, depending on 
the time of year.  Tree Swallows are feeding in this field in 
late Spring-early Summer and often nest in one of the blue-
bird boxes present on the property.  The thick overgrown 
brushy slope to the left (north) of the field is full of old field 
and edge resident species and, during the Spring and early 
Summer, is a good spot to find Baltimore Orioles, Eastern 
Bluebirds, and Cedar Waxwings.  Warblers like this area 
during migration; I have observed American Redstarts, 
Chestnut-sided Warblers, and Magnolia Warblers here.  

After you finish your walk through the field, you will 
enter a spruce/pine plantation.  These woods are most 
productive during Spring and Fall migration, when 
numerous warbler species are present.  I have observed 
Ovenbirds, Black-throated Blue Warblers, Black-throated 
Green Warblers, Black-and-White Warblers, Magnolia 
Warblers, American Redstarts, Cape May Warblers, and 
Yellow-rumped Warblers here.  Wood Thrush, Swainson’s 
Thrush, Veery, Hermit Thrush, and Red-breasted Nuthatch 
have all been observed here and strangely I often find a 
Red-headed Woodpecker in this area.  Great Horned Owls 
roost in these spruce trees and it is not uncommon to see 
one perched in plain view during daylight hours.  You 
will also see a Cooper’s Hawk from time to time. This trail 
will loop and bring you to the Nature Center.  Check the 
area around the Nature Center for House Wrens, Carolina 
Wrens, American Goldfinches, Northern Cardinals, and, 
during the Summer, Eastern Kingbirds.   

You will finish your walk by following the trail north of 
the Nature Center which will bring you down to a narrow 
riparian habitat adjacent to a stream.  Follow this riparian 
corridor back to your car but stay alert because this narrow 
band of trees sometimes contains a large number of birds.  
Kinglets are common here during the Winter.  During late 
Winter and early Spring I have occasionally flushed Wood-
cocks from this area and every so often a Least Flycatcher 
turns up here during Spring migration.    
           
Pine Valley Park provides excellent year-round birding 
within the Town limits of Manchester.  The park’s trails are 
not heavily utilized and most times I bird in total solitude.  
The diverse array of habitats make it possible to see a large 
number of species in a relatively small area.
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Carroll County Bird Club Upcoming Events

Wednesday, November 5, 2014 - 7:00 pm, speaker program
Playing Dr. Doolittle: Understanding the Complex Singing of Northern Mockingbirds and the Singing and Social Behavior 
of Dusky Antbirds and Wood Thrushes by Kim Derrickson at Carroll Nonprofit Center in Westminster.  Contact Don Jewell at 
jewelldg@gmail.com.

Saturday, November 22 - up to all day
Conowingo Dam and Swan Harbor Farm - From the wild waters of the Susquehanna to the quiet wetlands at Swan Harbor 
Farm, this trip has a lot of potential.  Meet at 7:00 am at the Park and Ride lot on Route 32, just south of Route 26 in Eldersburg.  
Bob Ringler will be leading this trip.  Contact him at 410-303-2792.

Wednesday, December 3, 2014 - 7:00 pm, speaker program
Cape May Capers by Kurt Schwarz at Carroll Nonprofit Center in Westminster.  Contact Don Jewell at jewelldg@gmail.com

Sunday, December 14 - 8:00 am, half-day trip
Piney Run Park - Moderate walking around the lake scoping early waterfowl.  Continue through mixed forest and field edge in 
search of late migrants and winter resident species.  Meet at the parking lot outside the gate to Piney Run Park on Martz Road 
off of White Rock Road.  Dave and Maureen Harvey will be leading this trip.  Contact them at 410-795-3117.

Wednesday, January 7, 2015 - 7:00 pm, speaker program
Birding Wales by Michael Bowen at Carroll Nonprofit Center in Westminster.  Contact Don Jewell at jewelldg@gmail.com.

Saturday, January 10 - 7:30 pm until?
Annual Holiday Party at the Yinglings - Meet at the Yinglings’ at 70 Ridge Road in Westminster.  Talk birds, eat, drink, and 
have fun with fellow birders.  Sue and Splinter Yingling, hostess/host.  Please coordinate with the Yinglings to bring a dish at 
syingling@mac.com or 410-857-0902.

Saturday, January 17 - up to all day
Carroll County Mid-Winter Bird Count - Parties of counters will set their own schedules in their pre-arranged areas to count 
winter bird species throughout the County.  Contact Don Jewell to verify your bird counting area (jewelldg@gmail.com or 
410-259-4716)  Tally Rally will be hosted by Amy Hoffman at her home.  If you will be attending the Tally, please RSVP to Amy 
(410-549-3598) no later than Wednesday, January 14 and plan on bringing a food item or cash donation ($5)  .

Wednesday, February 4, 2015 - 7:00 pm, speaker program
Maryland’s Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Bird Species by James McCann at Carroll Nonprofit Center in Westminster.  
Contact Don Jewell at jewelldg@gmail.com.

Saturday, February 14 - Monday, February 16
Carroll County Winter Weekend at the Beach - A great opportunity to freeze your bins off and see a lot of really great birds.  
Meet at the Bombay Hook Visitor’s Center at 10:00 am on Saturday.  Based on where the reports are coming in from, the group 
will work up and down the coast for winter waterfowl and other winter residents.  Bob Ringler will once again be leading this 
trip.  Contact him at 410-303-2792 if you plan on attending.  Bill Ellis is once again offering his townhouse in Ocean City as our 
base of operations.  Please contact Bill at 443-520-8809 to inquire about sleeping space there on Saturday and Sunday nights. 

Wednesday, March 4, 2015 - 7:00 pm, speaker program
Three Centuries of Birds - Artists and Writers Before Audubon by Janet Millenson at Carroll Nonprofit Center in Westminster.  
Contact Don Jewell at jewelldg@gmail.com.

Sunday, March 8th - 11:00 am, half-day trip
A Fondness for Birds: Pennsylvania’s Alexander Wilson - Join us for a visit to Pennsylvania’s State Museum in Harrisburg to 
see this exhibit featuring early works by the Father of Ornithology.  Meet at Don Jewell’s house for a light luncheon and then 
carpool from there.   Contact Don Jewell (jewelldg@gmail.com or 410-259-4716) if you plan to attend.

Saturday, March 14 - 6:00 pm until sometime after dark
Woodcock Walk at Morgan Run - Come strain you eyes and ears to appreciate these curious birds as they perform their annual 
counting ritual.  Meet at the parking lot at the end of Ben Rose Lane.  Contact Bill Ellis at 443-520-8809 if you plan to attend.
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Wednesday, April 1, 2015 - 7:00 pm, speaker program
Birding Lodges of Ecuador by Robert Schaefer at Carroll Nonprofit Center in Westminster.  
Contact Don Jewell at jewelldg@gmail.com.

Saturday, April 25 - 8:00 am, half-day trip
Liberty Watershed off Bollinger Mill Road in Eldersburg - We had such good luck here last year that Dave and Maureen Harvey 
agreed to lead the same trip again.  Moderate hiking which, depending on the weather, could be a little muddy.  Great for early mi-
grants.  
Contact the Harveys at 410-795-3117.

Wednesday, May 6, 2015 - 7:00 pm, speaker program
An Australian Aviary by Dave Harvey at Carroll Nonprofit Center in Westminster.  Contact Don Jewell at jewelldg@gmail.com.

Saturday, May 9 - up to all day
Carroll County May Count - Parties of counters will set their own schedules in their pre-arranged areas to count resident and migrant 
bird species throughout the County.  Contact Don Jewell to verify your bird counting area (jewelldg@gmail.com or 410-259-4716).  
The Tally Rally will be hosted by Susan Bollinger at her home.  If you will be attending the tally rally, please RSVP to Susan (410-848-
2050) no later than Wednesday, May 6th.  Plan on bringing a food item or a cash donation ($5).

Friday, May 15 - Sunday, May 17
Maryland Ornithological Society Conference at the Clarion Hotel and Conference Center in Hagerstown, Maryland. 
Contact Maureen Harvey at 410-795-3117.

Saturday, June 6 - 8:00 am up to all day
Grassland Birds of Carroll County -  Join Bob Ringler as he leads us across the County in search of grassland birds 
and whatever else turns up.  Meet at the Park and Ride on Route 32 just south of Route 26 in Eldersburg.  
Contact Bob at 410-303-2792.

Saturday, June 27 - 1:00 pm - until ?
Summer Picnic and Planning Meeting at Amy’s House - Amy Hoffman will again be hosting our annual meeting.  Enjoy good food, 
good company and help decide what future birding trips we are going to take.  Bring your bathing suit if you are so inclined.   Amy 
has a great pool.  Contact her (410-549-3598) if you plan on attending and tell her what food item you will be bringing.

All meetings of the Carroll County Bird Club will be held at the Carroll Nonprofit Center at 255 Clifton Boulevard in Westminster.  Direc-
tions to the Center may be found online at http://carrollnonprofitcenter.org/directions.html.  

Meetings begin at 7:00 pm with a brief period for socializing, followed by the guest lecturer.  Afterwards, there will be a short business 
meeting.

The doors of the Carroll Nonprofit Center are set on a timer to automatically lock at 7:15 pm.  CCBC members arriving after the doors 
lock may call Don Jewell at 410-259-4716 for entry. (An effort will also be made to check the doors from time to time for late arrivals.)

Looking for Authors (and Photographers)

Read a good book lately that pertains in some way to birds?   Why not share it with other club members by writing a 
review of it for The Whooosletter.   Been on a recent birding vacation?  That would also be of interest.  Have a favorite 
hotspot in the county where you like to bird?  Please describe it for us.

Or, maybe you like to take wildlife photos.  Let us publish them so your friends can see what a great photographer you are.  
(All photos remain copyrighted by the photographer.) 

Send your contributions to jewelldg@gmail.com.



A Publication of the Carroll 
County Bird Club

 The Whooosletter
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The Last Laugh
I Said Push, Not Pish!
Some birders never seem to take their binoculars off.

Don Jewell, President, 410-259-4716
Dave Hudgins, Vice President, 443-791-4250 
C.J. McAuliffe, Secretary, 443-398-6483
Amy Hoffman, Treasurer, 410-549-3598

To contribute to The Whooosletter 
or for further information, contact: 

Don Jewell, 
4685 Geeting Road, 
Westminster, Maryland 21158
410-259-4716
jewelldg@gmail.com
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