
In this issue:
What’s New......................................
Salt Lake Birding.............................
Field Trip Reports...........................
Count Reports.................................
Native Plants....................................
Red-headed Woodpecker................
Book Review..........................................
Chincoteague...................................
Upcoming Events.............................
Last Laugh.........................................

Volume 3, Number 3                                 July 2015

A Quarterly Publication of the Carroll County Bird Club

                  1

 The Whooosletter
New Calendar of Events Issue

1
1-3
3-6
6-7
7
8-9
9-10
11
12-14
15

CARROLL COUNT Y
BIRD CLUB

This issue was supposed to have come out in June, 
however, I decided to wait until I could include the new 
calendar of events.   

The annual picnic at Amy’s house on June 27th marked 
the end of the previous season of CCBC activities.  These 
included field trips to Bombay Hook, Cromwell Valley 
Hawk Watch, Jug Bay, Cape May, Morgan Run, Susque-
hanna State Park, Swan Harbor Farms, Piney Run Park, 
Ocean City, Morgan Run, Liberty Reservoir, and the 
grasslands of Carroll County.  Participants saw a lot of 
good birds and had a lot of fun.

Special thanks should be given to our field trip leaders.  
Many of these people are the same ones who volunteer 
year after year to guide us through the wilds in search of 
ornithological excitement.  Where would we be without 
Bob Ringler, Maureen and Dave Harvey, and Bill Ellis?

Members also participated in three very succesful 
county-wide bird counts.  After each of these, a tally rally 
was held.  Our hosts included Maureen and Dave Harvey, 
Amy Hoffman, and Susan Bollinger and Barbara Olsh.  
Special thanks to them too for making each tally a party.

Speaking of parties, let’s not forget to thank Sue and 
Splinter Yingling for once again inviting the membership 
to the annual holiday party at their lovely home.   

We also had some excellent speakers last year covering 
topics like a birding big year, rails, wood thrush song, 
Cape May, birding in Wales, endangered bird species, 
and Australian birds.  Most of these speakers did so free 
of charge, or for only a small honorarium to help pay for 
their gas.  Thanks to them too.

As you can see from the 2015/2016 calendar of events 
incuded in this issue, the CCBC now has birding activities 
available to its members in every month of the year.  
I hope that many of you will be able to join us.

Our treasurer, Amy Hoffman, will be sending out 
membership reminders soon. If you are already a member, 
please renew.  If you enjoy reading The Whooosletter, but 
have not yet joined the club, please do.  The more members 
we have, the more great things we will be capable of.   
Members can also look for a survey which will be sent to 
them soon.  The officers of the club will use the reslts of 
that survey to help us plan future events.

The Great Salt Lake Bird Festival
by Craig Storti

Carroll County birders get around, but I wonder how 
many have been to the Great Salt Lake Bird Festival 
held every spring just north of Salt Lake City, Utah? It’s 
a five- to six-day event, with at least fifteen guided trips 
to choose from each day, led by locals who of course 
know their own patch so well they can often produce 
the birds you’re looking for. For Easterners that would 
be western birds, and in our case we got close to 
twenty new species. 

“We” are myself, my wife Charlotte, her sister Kristina, 
and our English friend John (He wrote about the birds 
of Fuerta Ventura in the last Whooosletter.)  David 
Sibley himself was the keynote speaker at this year’s 
fest. We spent six days in the valley, as the area at the 
foot of the Wasatch Range alongside the Great Salt 
Lake is known.  Three days we went out on official 
trips and three days we went out on our own.

Deseret Ranch
The highlight of the trip and one of the wonders of the 
region is the Deseret Ranch, over 200,000 acres of 
pristine land (northeast of Salt Lake on the Utah/Wyo-
ming border) containing over 10,000 cattle. 

Continued on page 2
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Because of the unique way the ranch is managed 
and maintained (by the Mormon Church, which 
owns it), the landscape is virtually untouched (ex-
cept for a few reservoirs and ranch buildings) and 
must look the way it did when the first inhabitants 
arrived two millennia ago. 

The only way you can get on the ranch is to be taken 
there by one of the three outfits who are licensed to 
lead birding, hunting, and fishing trips. The ranch 
figured prominently in a recent episode of the PBS 
Nature series entitled “The Sagebrush Sea”. Each 
year birders see over 100 species on the Deseret trip 
(We saw 108!), thanks to its variety of habitats—
from prairie to sagebrush scrubland to sub-Alpine 
to Alpine—and its many water features. A grand to-
tal of 267 species have been recorded on the ranch, 
with 155 known to breed there.

We were about twenty birders on our bus, along 
with our leader Bill Fennimore who has the birding 
license for the ranch and also owns Wild About 
Birds, a charming shop in Layton Utah. John was 
the only real birder among our group.  The rest of us 
were rank amateurs, with my sister-in-law 
Kristina perhaps ranking as the most amateur, albeit 
extremely enthusiastic. She had never been on a 
birding trip before and took Bill’s advice—Any time 
you see something and want the driver to pull over, 
just yell Stop!—very seriously. The first five times 
we stopped for Kristina, it was for the same bird 
(Brewer’s blackbird). While I could understand her 
behavior perfectly—I often see the same “new” bird 
repeatedly—other people on the bus were slightly 
less understanding. (John looked at me and said, 
“I see it runs in the family.”)

Nonetheless, Kristina endeared herself to the group 
and became something of a favorite.  Everyone 
wanted to make sure she looked through their scope 
to see the latest find. At one point, when Bill called 
out “Marsh Wren,” Kristina thought he said Marsh 
Hen. “Marsh Hen?” She asked. “Where’s the Marsh 
Hen?” Only it came out sounding exactly like Mar-
tian. “That would be a first for Utah,” I suggested. 
And John added, “You usually get more of those in 
California.” The best birds on the ranch trip for us 
were Western Grebe, Clark’s Grebe, Lewis’ Wood-
pecker, Black-chinned Hummingbird, Lazuli 
Bunting, Mountain Chickadee, and Long-eared 
Owl.

Diamond Fork Canyon
Day Two was a drive-your-own-vehicle trip into 
Diamond Fork Canyon, an hour south of Salt Lake. 
Rain put a damper on this trip in the early stages, but 
we managed to get a MacGillivray’s Warbler early on 
and a Mountain Bluebird. John was after a Canyon 
Wren, for which this habitat was perfect.  We did 
hear one, but it did not show. (Kristina got a nice 
Brewer’s Blackbird for old times sake.)

An hour or so into the morning, the leader called the 
trip when the rain got worse. We decided to drive 
back to an earlier spot we had visited, and when we 
arrived the rain stopped, the sun came out, and the 
birds began making up for lost time. We saw six or 
seven Black-headed Grosbeaks, two Western 
Tanagers, and a Bullock’s Oriole. On the way out 
of the canyon, we got a Swainson’s Hawk.

On Our Own
Day Three we were on our own and decided to drive 
out to Antelope Island, a nature reserve in the Great 
Salt Lake with its own herd of bison. Rain seemed 
like a bad omen, but actually it concentrated the 
birds into a very small wooded area at the back of 
the one ranch on the island. New birds for us were 
Wilson’s Warbler and Swainson’s Thrush. 

Day Four was another free day. We got up at 4:30am 
to drive one hour to Henefer to try our luck at a Sage 
Grouse lek (You have to get to leks before the sun 
rises.). We were told at Wild About Birds that a “few 
subordinate males” were still around trying their 
luck, but they weren’t trying that morning. 

We then drove up through Ogden Canyon, as far as 
Snow Basin (site of the downhill competition during 
the Salt Lake winter Olympics) where we got a Red-
naped Sapsucker. We finished the day at the famous 
Bear River Reserve, teeming with birds during 
migration in April but quiet that day.  Although John 
did get a new lifer: the Violet-green Swallow.

Cache Valley Hotspots
Day Five was another guided bus trip, this one to 
Cache Valley Hotpots, an hour north of Salt Lake. 
The highlight of this day was the Bobolink.  Did you 
know a group of Bobolinks is called a chain?  We 
also had good views of Wilson’s Phalarope. The latter 
was seen at the Cache Valley Water Polishing Facility 

Continued from page 1



White-throated Sparrow, Red-bellied Woodpecker, 
Tufted Titmouse, Eastern Towhee, Black-and-white 
Warbler, Pileated Woodpecker, Common 
Yellowthroat, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Turkey Vul-
ture, Louisiana Waterthrush, Red-shouldered Hawk, 
Yellow Palm Warbler, Hermit Thrush and Red-tailed 
Hawk to our list.  The latter was being actively 
pursued by a very determined Blue Jay.

On our way back along this same route, we took 
a little time to examine some of the wild plants, 
many of which were blooming.  There was Skunk 
Cabbage, Bloodroot, Slender Toothwort, Golden 
Saxifrage, Spicebush, Blue Violet, Trout Lily, 
Abortive Buttercup, and Jack-in-the Pulpit.  Bob 
made the difficult identifications for us.

A Belted Kingfisher rattled away just ahead.  Passing 
the trail back to the parking lot, we took what would 
have originally been the right of the fork.  Birding 
was good here too.  We all got pretty good views of a 
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Field Trip Report
Bollinger Mill Road  4/25/15

Ever been to one of those seminars where, to break 
the ice, the leader asks participants what cities or 
states they had to travel from to get there.  People 
often clap when there is someone who came from 
farthest reaches of the globe.   I was thinking about 
this as our group assembled in the parking lot at the 
end of Bollinger Mill Road.  Going over the possibil-
ities in my head, I figured I would win the distance 
contest hands down.  There were seven of us.  I was 
the only one who drove from  north of Manchester.  
Then Bob Ringler showed up.  That made eight.  “I 
just got back from Costa Rica,” he said.  So much for 
my distance record!

Of course Bob didn’t fly home just to do the 
Bollinger Mill Road bird walk.  We were all pretty 
impressed, however, by the fact that he had probably 
not even unpacked before joining us on the trail.  
Dave Harvey led the group.

Walking down towards Liberty Reservoir, we heard 
or saw Blue Jay, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Northern 
Cardinal, Carolina Chickadee, Northern Parula, 
and Brown-headed Cowbird.  Out over the water, 
an Osprey was calling.  Looking through the trees, 
we could just see the bird.  Bob spotted a Caspian 
Tern, but that was about it on the water except for 
some Canada Geese, Mallards, and Double-crested 
Cormorants.

The trail from the parking lot forks as it nears 
the water.  We went left.  Soon we had added 

(You may know such places by another name, for instance Waste Sewage Treatment Plant.) where we ended 
up spending an unscheduled extra 90 minutes when our bus got stuck out on one of the berms, and a tow 
truck had to come and pull us out. Two German birders used their time well and got good views of a Sora 
and a Virginia Rail in one of the ponds.  The rest of us had good views of “polished” water. More than 75 
species were seen that day, including a Bald Eagle, which excited the Utahans much more than it did us.

We did not expect to see much our last day as we only had the morning to work with. In the end we headed 
back out to Antelope Island, where we saw a Barn Owl and a Great Horned Owl (complete with owlets) in a 
maintenance barn. Two new birds were the Chukar and Hammonds Flycatcher. Before we saw the Chukar, 
we kept hearing what sounded exactly like a police siren.  We wondered just what the police could be doing 
out in a nature reserve. Did the owls rob a bank? Did we misidentify something and the word had gotten 
out? Then we heard the Chukar calling, and the mystery was solved.

For more information on the Great Salt Lake Bird Festival go to http://www.greatsaltlakebirdfest.com/

Walking at Liberty Reservoir
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Blue-headed Vireo.  Other species included Red-
winged Blackbird, Mourning Dove, Hairy Wood-
pecker, Carolina Chickadee, American Goldfinch, 
Black Vulture, American Crow, Chipping Sparrow, 
and White-breasted Nuthatch.

The species we were really looking for here, howev-
er, was the Pine Warbler.  This spot had always been 
pretty reliable for producing one of these birds.  We 
all listened carefully.  No luck.  The birds should 
have been there.  They are one of the first warblers 
to arrive in the Spring.  Jerry Tarbel thought he 
heard one singing, but the rest of us couldn’t tell.  
Eventually with a little concentration and some 
coaxing, we were able to locate the bird that Jerry 
had heard.  And when it finally flew in and sat on a 
nearby tree, it even brought a friend.

Maybe not worth coming all the way from Costa 
Rica for, however, the Carroll County Bird Club 
field trip to the wooded area at the end of Bollinger 
Mill Road proved to be quite successful nonethe-
less.
     

Field Trip Report
Grassland Birds 6/6/15

I had been looking forward to this trip for years.   
Unfortunately, for one reason or another, I never 
seemed to be able to make it.  Not this time!  

When I pulled up into the Park and Ride on Route 
32, just south of Eldersburg, Tom Miller was already 
waiting there with a young man from his church who 
was a beginning birder.  A couple from the Baltimore 
County Chapter soon joined us.  Bill Ellis and Bob 
Ringler arrived a short time later.  CJ McAuliffe was 
the last to show.  Her yellow Mustang was unmistak-
able.  

As we were about to leave the parking lot, a Cooper’s 
Hawk flew overhead.  I rode with Bob and Bill.  The 
others followed in their own vehicles.  Driving west 
on Route 26, we watched as a Great Blue Heron 
appeared to be chased by a crow.  Or, it may have 
been that the two were just traveling in the same 
direction.  We never did decide.  Turning onto Route 
75, we added some new species to our list, including 
Barn Swallow, Brown-headed Cowbird, European 

Starling, Mourning Dove, Common Grackle, and 
Chipping Sparrow.  

Making a left onto Keymar Road, we saw or heard 
Indigo Bunting, Blue Jay, Eastern Bluebird, Amer-
ican Robin, Carolina Wren, Northern Cardinal, 

Northern Mockingbird, and American Crow.  
Another left onto Good Intent Road took us 
through some nice grassland.  We stopped the cars 
to look at a Savannah Sparrow.  Bob heard it singing 
first.  Someone also heard a Grasshopper Sparrow 
off in the distance.  An American Kestrel sat on a 
wire up ahead of us.  We saw Eastern Meadowlarks 
here too.  Other species included Red-tailed Hawk, 
Song Sparrow, Red-winged Blackbird, Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, and Eastern Bluebird.  Continuing 
through a wooded area, we could hear a Wood 
Thrush singing.  

Before joining with Woodsboro Pike, the road went 
under an impressive railroad trestle  that seemed to 
be made more of rust than of metal.  Turning right, 
we drove through Keymar before turning left onto 
Keysville Bruceville Road.   American Goldfinch, 
Eastern Wood-Peewee, Brown-headed Cowbird, 
Common Yellowthroat, and Carolina Wren 
appeared from time to time.

A left onto Sixes Bridge Road took us through 
some prime nesting territory.  After spotting Rock 
Pigeon, Indigo Bunting, and Black Vulture, Bob 

Grasshopper Sparrow
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heard a Dicksissel calling.  It appeared to be coming 
from somewhere around a farm at the intersection of 
Naylors Mill Road.  Passing the farm, we parked the 
vehicles along the road and got out to walk.  Nodding 
thistle and Moth Mullein were blooming in a field 
on our left.  A Song Sparrow sat on a post up ahead.  
A Grasshopper Sparrow was singing. Other birds 
nearby included Eastern Kingbird, Indigo Bunting, 
Eastern Bluebird, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Chim-
ney Swift, Cooper’s Hawk, Eastern Meadowlark, and 
Turkey Vulture. 
 
Getting back in the cars again, we soon added more 
Dicksissels, Savannah Sparrows, and Grasshopper 
Sparrows as well a two Horned Larks.  We had good 
views of the Horned Larks.  In a field near Keysville 
Road, we spotted a Grasshopper Sparrow with food 
in its bill.  We also heard Vesper Sparrow, but never 
saw it.  Some chimney swifts soared overhead.  Other 
birds heard or seen here included House Wren, East-
ern Kingbird, Red-winged Blackbird, and Red-head-
ed Woodpecker.  The Red-headed Woodpecker calls 
came from a copse of trees along Keysville Road.  
As we turned right onto the road, we slowed down 
enough to allow us to scan the trees there.  We never 
did find the bird though.

Another wooded area appropriately produced a 
Wood Thrush along with Blue Jay, Song Sparrow, 
Eastern Wood-Peewee, Downy Woodpecker, North-
ern Mockingbird, Eastern Towhee, and American 
Robin.  

Turning right onto Keysville Bruceville Road, we 
continued to a spot along the left side of the road that 
Bob said was once good for Bobolinks.  The field had 
been cut, however, and he didn’t think we would find 

any.   Fortunately, the Bobolinks didn’t share Bob’s 
opinion of their chances there.  Two were heard to 
be singing, although we only actually saw one of the 
birds.  However, this beautiful male put on quite a 
show for us as it flew back and forth, just above the 
vegetation.  A Dicksissel was singing as well.  An 
Eastern Meadowlark flew by carrying nesting ma-
terial.  Not to be outdone, a male Baltimore Oriole 
came barreling across the field in our direction.

We heard a Scarlet Tanager singing just before turn-
ing right onto Sixes Bridge Road.  We were effective-
ly making a circle.  We stopped at the farm where we 
had heard the Dicksissel before.  It was still there, but 
refused to show itself.

Turning left onto Middleburg Road, we drove 
though Detour and then Keymar, crossing Route 
194 before making a left onto Crouse Mill Road.  We 
then turned right onto Hapes Mill Road.  Bob re-
membered seeing a Vesper Sparrow here a week ago.  
We got out and had a look, but nothing materialized.  

Continuing straight onto Stovers Road, we then 
turned right at John Shirk.  Here we had a Red-head-
ed Woodpecker, a pair of Brown Thrashers, some 
Cedar Waxwings, and a very loud Grasshopper Spar-
row.  Then, it was left onto Otterdale and another 
left onto Trevanion.  This purpose of this convoluted 
cross-country jaunt was to eventually bring us out in 
Taneytown so we could eat lunch.  Bob had a place 
in mind.  It was the Country Kitchen.  The food, 
service, and prices were great!

Resisting the temptation to nap after lunch, we all 
piled into the vehicles again and set off backtracking 
along Trevanion.  Then, it was left onto Uniontown 
Road.  After passing through Uniontown, we made 
a right onto Jasontown Road.  Here the paved road 
would give way to gravel.  We could hear Horned 
Larks singing and saw some as well.  

Pulling up to Springdale Road, Bob was proceed-
ing to tell us (with a certain amount of sadness in 
his voice) that this had once been a good place for 
Vesper Sparrows.  At least one of the sparrows must 
have heard him, because it proceeded to sit on a 
nearby power line and sing for us.  We all had pretty 
good views of the bird in the binoculars, but it took 
off before we could get a scope on it.

Grassland Birders in Action
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That sparrow was pretty much the last grassland bird 
we saw.  Heading back to the Park and Ride, we all 
basked in the warmth of a successful day in the field.

Count Report
Mid-Winter 1/17/15

The Carroll County Bird Club Mid-Winter Count was held 
on Saturday, January 17th, 2015.  In a Winter where the 
weather had been notoriously bad, we lucked out.  It was 
cold, but it didn’t snow!  Twenty observers in ten different 
parties covered 34 miles on foot and 277.9 miles by car to 
record 13,562 individual birds making up 79 species. 
 
Almost half the number of individuals was made up of 
Canada Geese.  As such, this species landed at the head of 
our top twenty list below.  Write-ins included Snow Goose, 
Northern Pintail, Green-winged Teal, Chipping Sparrow, 
Eastern Phoebe, and Merlin.
 
Thanks to everyone who counted!  Special thanks to Amy 
Hoffman who hosted the tally rally at her home in Sykes-
ville.  
 
Top Twenty Count Birds in Terms 
of Number of Individuals

Canada Goose                       5526
European Starling                     1708
American Crow                         1093
White-throated Sparrow            489
American Robin                             388
Mallard                                        384
Dark-eyed Junco                          370
Ring-billed Gull                           295
Mourning Dove                               255

Turkey Vulture                                 250
Song Sparrow                              244
Rock Pigeon                               214
Northern Cardinal                   186
Carolina Chickadee                    173
Blue Jay                                              151 
Eastern Bluebird                               139
Cedar Waxwing                                125
Black Vulture                                    115
Ring-necked Duck                           113
Tufted Titmouse                               108

Count Report
May  5/9/15

The Carroll County Bird Club May Count was held on 
Saturday, May 9, 2015.  What began as a cool morning 
with drizzle improved enough to allow sixteen observers 
in nine different parties to cover 29 miles on foot and 
234 miles by car to record 5,488 individual birds making 
up 107 species.  This number of species was quite a bit 
lower than the 127 we racked up last year.

However, some good birds were seen and heard.  The 
top twenty species in terms of numbers are listed below.  
Write-ins included Purple Finch, Dark-eyed Junco, and 
a Cerulean Warbler that was heard by Tammy at 
Hashawha.

European Starling    406
Canada Goose    353
Gray Catbird                  313
Red-winged Blackbird  276
American Crow   265  
Northern Cardinal  233
American Robin  208
Barn Swallow     200
American Goldfinch  160
House Sparrow   159
Common Grackle  150
Mourning Dove   138
Blue Jay            122
Chipping Sparrow  117
Tufted Titmouse  108
Common Yellowthroat  100
Carolina Chickadee    96
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher     89
Song Sparrow     88
Red-eyed Vireo       85

Vesper Sparrow
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Native Plants are for the Birds
by Mary M. Jewell

After reading an article in the January 15th issue of 
National Wildlife by Laura Tangley on “Why Birds 
Need Native Trees”, it became apparent to me why it is 
so important to landscape with our feathered friends 
in mind.   After a wickedly cold winter of purchasing 
bird seed, most people who feed birds in their back-
yards are happy for a break, but keep some of these 
facts in mind:  It takes approximately 4,800 caterpillars 
to raise a clutch of chickadees!

More than half of the human global population is now 
living in metropolitan areas; affecting the habitat and 
vegetation. This number is growing.

The importance of planting native plants and trees 
in our backyards and avoiding invasive non-native 
species is shown by the enormous toll invasive species 
take on wildlife and birds.  Most plant nurseries, in 
the interest of demand, are providing the public with 
species that will be less likely to be devoured by insects 
and caterpillars.  In other words, non-native invasive 
species.  

Our native insects did not evolve with non-native 
plants, and lack the ability to overcome the natural 
defenses of these non-native species. In back yards 
dominated by non-native trees and plants, birds have 
to go farther afield to find the food sources they need 
to feed their young. 

Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center has been conduct-
ing research on chickadee nesting patterns in cooper-
ation with Neighborhood Nestwatch Program.  Some 
preliminary conclusions are that chickadees prefer 
to nest and are more successful nesting in back yards 
where native trees and plants are in the majority.   Na-
tive species provide more food, shelter and habitat. 

Non-native species such as the invasive honeysuckles 
and multiflora rose may provide berries (which as we 
all know get eaten and propagated by birds).   Howev-
er, these berries may not be the preferred or the best 
food nutritionally for birds.

Armed with this knowledge, the recent course in 
Weed Warriors through the Carroll County Forestry 
Board was a great way to take action.  After taking an 
online class, there was a hands-on class at Piney Run 
or at Bear Branch.  The Weed Warrior volunteers then 
receive emails to sign up for sessions at Piney Run or at 
Bear Branch to participate in ridding areas of non-na-
tive invasive species.  It is a great way to be involved 
in our natural areas in Carroll County and learn more 
about maintaining our own property.

For some lists of specific native species and nurseries 
which specialize in these plants see:

http://www.plantnative.org/rpl-mdvawv.htm

http://www.nativeplantcenter.net/guides/chesapeake-
natives.pdf

http://www.nps.gov/plants/pubs/nativesmd/lists.htm

http://findnativeplants.com/mid-atlantic/mary-
land-native-plants/ list of nurseries

http://www.wildflower.org/collections/collection.
php?collection=MD

jewellmary@hotmail.com

Special thanks to Susan and Barb, who hosted the 
tally rally at their place in northern Carroll County.  
They raised the bar again this time.  Not only were we 
able to eat on china plates.  They even popped a bottle 
of champagne to toast our day’s endeavors.  Now 
that’s what I call birding!

Carolina Chickadee

Continued from page 6



     8

Species Profile   
Red-headed Woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocephalus

Somehow, I doubt that the Red-headed Woodpecker shot by 
Alexander Wilson upon his arrival here in the United States 
would have appreciated the fact that it was in part responsible 
for that Scot’s decision to go on to become the Father of Amer-
ican Ornithology.  However, so the legend goes.  Wilson shot 
the bird in Delaware, soon after getting off the boat and was so 
much inspired by it that he decided to devote the rest of his life 
to the study of birds in his adopted home.

The people who lived here were, of course, already familiar 
with the Red-headed Woodpecker before Wilson started wax-
ing poetically about it.  This was in part because of the specie’s 
learning to love the new crops that were planted.  Red-headed 
Woodpeckers took their toll (albeit small) on fruits, peas, and 
corn.  Farmers started referring to them as shirt-tail birds, 
white-shirts, half-a-shirts, and flying checkerboards.  This was 
due to the distinctive appearance of the adult birds.

The adult of this species is definitely distinctive.  While male 
Red-bellied woodpeckers may have some red on their napes 
or heads, no other woodpecker in our area has a completely 
red head.  The dominant white wing patches really do look like 
shirt-tails hanging out as the early colonists claimed.  Immature 

birds also have these patches, although their heads are a brown-black shade.  Overall, they appear faintly streaky.  The 
breasts of mature birds are completely white, although once you spot that red head and those white wing patches, you 
probably won’t notice much else.

Red-headed Woodpeckers inhabit most of the Eastern United States, from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico.  Some 
northern and western populations have been shown to migrate, however, the extent of such movements is difficult 
to describe. It varies from year to year and may depend on the food supply.  Where migration does occur, it usually 
takes place at night in the Spring and during the day in the Fall.

Our Red-headed Woodpecker here in Carroll County generally stick around all year.  Beginning in May and June 
they start to exhibit obvious territorial behavior in connection with the mating process.  Red-headed Woodpeckers 
(along with Red-bellied Woodpeckers) tend to drum less frequently than other species, although they can still make 
quite a racket.  Chasing and calling is also part of the process.

The breeding season calls of the males have been described as rapidly repeated “queers” or “qee-arks”.  It’s year-round 
call note is more like a loud “tchur”.  And, of course, the bird makes other sounds as well.   Try listening to a good 
recording.

Red-headed Woodpeckers seem to prefer open stands of woodland, forest edges, or flooded creek bottoms for nest-
ing.  Here, they excavate their own nest cavities.  These are usually placed around 40 feet high.  They seem to prefer 
trees that have been dead a long time with little bark still attached.  Utility poles and fence posts would also fit this 
description.  The birds find these to their liking as well.  If there is a previously excavated cavity or other natural one 
that fits the bill, the birds may use one of these too.

The nest itself is nothing to write home about.  While it may have solid walls, the furnishings would have to be 
described as “sparse”.  Here, the female lays four or five white eggs. (No need for camouflage if they are in a tree.)  
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Both sexes handle the incubation chores.  They have 
worked out a nice schedule.  The female sits during 
the day and the male takes the night shift.  Once the 
eggs hatch, both feed the young until they fledge in 
about a month.  After this, they may still be seen feed-
ing together in family groups.

Young birds are fed insects.  Adult birds eat these 
as well.  In Spring, the menu may include ants, 
wood-boring beetle larvae, grasshoppers, wood 
roaches, caterpillars, etc.
Red-headed Woodpeckers forage for food, rather 
than excavating holes to find it.  If you are lucky, you 
may even catch one flycatching from the branch of 
a tree.  The birds appear to prefer the more brightly 
colored insects in flight.

Of all the woodpecker species in our area, howev-
er, the Red-headed Woodpecker (along with the 
Red-bellied) is the most vegetarian in its culinary 
tastes.   It will eat corn and wild fruits, including 
mulberries, Virginia Creeper berries, and Poison Ivy 
berries.  As Fall approaches, the bird may store food 
by hammering it into bark furrows or other conve-
nient holes.  Sometimes these caches are sealed over 
with a plug of moist wood fiber.  Such larders are 
jealously guarded and make up much of the bird’s 
Winter supply.

However, Red-headed Woodpeckers themselves are 
not above stealing sap from the wells made by Yel-
low-bellied Sapsuckers.  They may also create such 
wells of their own, not by drilling, but by pulling off 
bark to get at the cambium layers beneath.

In September, the family groups tend to split up.  This 
coincides with the annual molt of the adult birds.  The 
process take longer for the juveniles and may contin-
ue throughout the Fall and Winter.  Individual birds 
will set about establishing their own Fall and Winter 
territories to protect where they roost and feed.  The 
females seem to be able to hold their own in this pro-
cess.  Perhaps the fact that they have the same color-
ation as the males has something to do with it.

Populations of Red-headed Woodpeckers tend to 
fluctuate.  There was a definite increase back in the 
50s and 60s when Dutch Elm Disease spread across 
the U.S.  The use of pesticides in an effort to control 
the disease, however, probably did much to reduce 
any gains.  Red-headed Woodpeckers compete with a 
lot of other species for the foods they eat.  

Squirrels, other woodpecker species, American 
Kestrels, Great-crested Flycatchers, and European 
Starlings are all looking for nest cavities too.  

The Red-Headed Woodpecker has most of the same 
predators as other woodpeckers.  Northern Black 
Racers do climb trees and can be a danger to nests. 
According to John Eastman, in his Birds of Forest, 
Yard, and Thicket (on which this article was mostly 
based), one of the biggest dangers threatening the 
Red-headed Woodpecker is man’s desire to “clean up” 
standing dead timbers from woodlots.  

In spite of any “tidy” humans, the Red-headed 
Woodpecker is still alive and well in Carroll County.  
Fortunately, we can now enjoy this beautiful species 
without (as Wilson did)  having to lock and load.  
While it may not necessarily show up at your feeders, 
count totals reveal that is still possible to find one (or 
more) if you look in the right places. 

Book Review  
A History of Birdwatching in 100 Objects 
by David Callahan

It was probably only a matter of time before the “objects” 
craze caught up with birdwatching. That’s the approach to 
narrating the history of something—all the major mile-
stones, major advances, significant developments—by 
using objects as the jumping off points. Everybody can 
relate to objects, after all, so it’s a painless way to learn your 
history.

I have not read the other “objects” books, but if they are 
anything like this one, I’ve been missing out. I was scep-
tical when Don asked me to review this book, wondering 
if I could get into it. Getting into it, it turns out, is not the 
problem. It’s getting out of it. Open it at any page—it can 
be read that way although it is arranged chronologically 
- and it’s impossible not to turn back or forward and read 
the next entry. Each entry is two pages, always with 
accompanying photos or drawings.

The book has an understandably British focus since the 
British more or less had serious birdwatching to them-
selves for several centuries.  However, American birders 
needn’t worry (or be put off).  All the major US contribu-
tions are recognized here.

Continued from page 8
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Continued on page 11

Continued from page 9

The best way to give readers a sense of this book is to list a few of the 100 entries.  But be warned!  If you read further, 
you’ll be hooked:

Lysippe’s bust of Aristotle
Raphael’s “Madonna of the Goldfinch”
Pig bristle paintbrushes
Policeman’s notebook 1840
First issue of The Ibis 1858
Egret plume hat
The Complete Works of William Shakespeare 1890
Microphone 1877
Peterson field guide
Aeroplane ticket
Milk bottle top
Nancy’s Café
IBM PC

The Complete Works of William Shakespeare?   That entry reads, “It is alleged that more than 600 species are men-
tioned in the works of Shakespeare, and Eugene Shiefflin had the ill-conceived idea of trying to introduce all of them to 
North America in the late 19th century; fortunately he failed, but not before House Sparrow and Starling had increased 
to plague numbers in some areas.”

Truth be told, here and there the link between the object and birding is a bit tenuous (e.g., milk bottle top), suggesting 
that at least a few objects have been selected for effect, for the curiosity they will arouse but not always satisfy. Even then, 
the milk bottle entry is still good reading if not altogether compelling.

“[M]any works of natural history were written in ancient times,” another entry reads, “and are mostly lost.” However, 
the knowledge contained in more than 2,000 of these was compiled by the Roman historian Pliny the Elder (23-79AD), 
whose Natural History contains much early ornithology, particularly the 10th volume. His classification begins with 
Ostrich, which he believed to be closely related to ungulate mammals, and Common Crane. The mythical Phoenix was 
included, Pliny raising doubts about its existence, though he still maintained that some migratory birds hibernated (a 
belief that persisted well into the 19th century in Western Europe).

The objects gimmick notwithstanding, this is a serious book, in the sense that it does indeed tell the story of birdwatch-
ing in considerable detail. The entries are well written and packed with information. Just as it was designed to do, 100 
Objects makes reading the history of birdwatching enjoyable and often surprising.

Craig Storti
craig@craigstorti.com
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What to Do with Two Hours in Chincoteague

Family Vacations !  You know what they are like.  You love all your relatives to death, but you really would like to 
get out and do a little birding.  Grandchildren can keep you especially busy.  (How many different ways can you 
stack magnetic tiles anyway?) And if there is a pool where you are staying, good luck.  You’ll never manage to get 
them out of there.

Mary and I found ourselves in just such a situation on a recent trip to Chincoteague.  We had a great time, but 
only managed to get off by ourselves for around two hours.  As these photos show, however, you can do a lot of 
birding in Chincoteague in two hours.

Willet Dunlin Blue Grosbeak

Common Tern

Delmarva Fox Squirrel

Glossy Ibis

Great Egret

Clapper Rail

So, next time you go on a vacation with your relations, don’t despair.  
(Of course it does help to be someplace like Chincoteague!)
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Continued on page 13

Carroll County Bird Club 2015-2016 Schedule

Sunday, July 19 – 8:45 am, all day trip 
National Zoological Park – This is a special behind the scenes tour of the Bird House at the National Zoo in 
Washington, D.C.  The tour itself will run from 10:00 am – 11:00 am.  Debi Talbott, an employee of the Zoo will be 
leading.  Bob Ringler, will be organizing for the club.  Carpools will form up at 8:45 in the Park and Ride on Route 
97, just south of Route 26.  Please let Bob know if you want to go.  His number is 410-303-2792.

Wednesday, August 12 - 8:00 am, all day trip
Bombay Hook - Join us for another midweek foray to Bombay Hook in search of migrating shorebirds.  We did this 
last year and had great success. We’ll meet at the Park and Ride on Route 32 just south of Route 26 in Eldersburg. 
Please contact Bob Ringler at 410-303-2792 if you want to go.

Wednesday, September 2 - 7:00 pm, speaker program
Bird Feeding in America – A Story of Wild Birds, Innovation, and Conservation by Paul Baicich at Carroll 
Nonprofit Center in Westminster.  Book signing to follow.  Contact Don Jewell at jewelldg@gmail.com.

Saturday, September 12 - 9:00 am, half-day trip
Cromwell Valley Park Hawk Watch  - Meet at the parking lot at the intersection of Routes 32 and 97 to form car-
pools.  Cromwell Valley is a great place to see hawks locally.  Contact C.J. McAuliffe at 443-398-6483.

Saturday, September 19,  up to all day
Carroll County Fall Bird Count - Parties of counters will set their own schedules in their pre-arranged areas to 
count resident and late migrant bird species throughout the County.  Contact Don Jewell to verify your bird count-
ing area (jewelldg@gmail.com or 410-259-4716)  Tally Rally will be hosted by Maureen and Dave Harvey at their 
home.  If you will be attending the rally, please RSVP to the Harveys (410-795-3117) no later than Wednesday, Sep-
tember 17th.  Plan on bringing a food item or a cash donation ($5).

Wednesday, October 7, 2014 - 7:00 pm,  speaker program
Early Bird Books and Art before Audubon by Janet Millenson at Carroll Nonprofit Center in Westminster.  
Contact Don Jewell at jewelldg@gmail.com.

Friday, October 9 - Sunday, October 11 - weekend foray.
Cape May - A weekend at one of the premier migration spots on the East Coast.  
Who knows what species might show up?  Participants will be expected to  make their own motel reservations.  For 
more information, contact Bob Ringler at 410-303-2792.

Wednesday, November 4 - 7:00 pm, speaker program
Osprey by Greg Kearns at Carroll Nonprofit Center in Westminster.  Contact Don Jewell at jewelldg@gmail.com.

Sunday, November 8 – up to all day
Town Hill – We will meet at 8:00 am at the Park and Ride on Route 32 just south of Route 26 in Eldersburg and 
drive to Town Hill Hawk Watch in Allegany County.  There, we will settle in to look for Golden Eagles among other 
migrants.  Bring a lunch and a cushion.  For more information, contact Bob Ringler at 410-303-2792.

Saturday, November 21 - up to all day
Swan Harbor Farm and Conowingo Dam – From the quiet wetlands at Swan Harbor Farm to the wild waters of 
the Susquehanna, this trip has a lot of potential.  Meet at 7:00 am at the Park and Ride lot on Route 32, just south of 
Route 26 in Eldersburg.  Bob Ringler will be leading this trip.  Contact him at 410-303-2792.



Wednesday, December 2 - 7:00 pm, speaker program
Trogons and Mot-mots, Birding in Mexico by Kurt Schwarz at Carroll Nonprofit Center in Westminster.  
Contact Don Jewell at jewelldg@gmail.com.

Sunday, December 6 – up to all day
Chesapeake Bay Environmental Center - This is a great place for ducks, sparrows, and who knows what else.  Meet at 
the Park and Ride on Route 97 just south of Route 26 in Eldersburg.  For more information, contact Bob Ringler at 410-
303-2792.

Sunday, December 13 - 8:00 am, half-day trip
Piney Run Park - Moderate walking around the lake scoping early waterfowl.  Continue through mixed forest and field 
edge in search of late migrants and winter resident species.  Meet at the parking lot outside the gate to Piney Run Park 
on Martz Road off of White Rock Road.  Dave and Maureen Harvey will be leading this trip.  Contact them at 410-795-
3117.

Saturday, January 9 - 7:30 pm until?
Annual Holiday Party at the Yinglings - Meet at the Yinglings’ at 70 Ridge Road in Westminster.  Talk birds, eat, drink, 
and have fun with fellow birders.  Sue and Splinter Yingling, hostess/host.  Please coordinate with the Yinglings to bring 
a dish at syingling@mac.com or 410-857-0902.

Saturday, January 16 - up to all day
Carroll County Mid-Winter Bird Count - Parties of counters will set their own schedules in their pre-arranged areas 
to count winter bird species throughout the County.  Contact Don Jewell to verify your bird counting area (jewelldg@
gmail.com or 410-259-4716)  Tally Rally will be hosted by Amy Hoffman at her home.  If you will be attending the Tally, 
please RSVP to Amy (410-549-3598) no later than Wednesday, January 14 and plan on bringing a food item or cash 
donation ($5).

Friday, January 22 – Sunday, January 24 – weekend foray
Chincoteague, Virginia – This is always a great place to bird.  Meet at the Park and Ride on Route 32 just south of Route 
26 in Eldersburg at 8:00 am.  For more information, contact Dave Hudgins at 443-791-4250.

Wednesday, February 3 - 7:00 pm, speaker program
The Important Bird Area Program in Maryland and D.C. by Jim Rapp of the National Audubon Society at Carroll 
Nonprofit Center in Westminster.  Contact Don Jewell at jewelldg@gmail.com.

Saturday, February 13 - Monday, February 15 - weekend foray
Carroll County Winter Weekend at the Beach - A great opportunity to freeze your bins off and see a lot of really great 
birds.  Meet at the Bombay Hook Visitor’s Center at 10:00 am on Saturday.  Based on where the reports are coming in 
from, the group will work up and down the coast for winter waterfowl and other winter residents.  Bob Ringler will once 
again be leading this trip.  Contact him at 410-303-2792 if you plan on attending.  Bill Ellis is once again offering his 
townhouse in Ocean City as our base of operations.  Please contact Bill at 443-520-8809 to inquire about sleeping space 
there on Saturday and Sunday nights. 

Wednesday, March 2 - 7:00 pm, speaker program
Project SNOWstorm, Tracking the Periodic Invasions of Snowy Owls  by Dave Brinker at Carroll Nonprofit Center in 
Westminster.  Contact Don Jewell at jewelldg@gmail.com.

Saturday, March 12 - 6:00 pm until sometime after dark
Woodcock Walk at Morgan Run - Come strain you eyes and ears to appreciate these curious birds as they perform their 
annual courting ritual.  Last year we found around 20 of this species!  Meet at the parking lot at the end of Ben Rose 
Lane.  Contact Bill Ellis at 443-520-8809 if you plan to attend.
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Sunday, March 20 – 8:00 am, half-day trip
Piney Run Park – For waterfowl and whatever else turns up.   Meet at the parking lot outside the gate to Piney Run 
Park on Martz Road off of White Rock Road.  Dave and Maureen Harvey will be leading this trip.  Contact them at 
410-795-3117.

Wednesday, April 6 - 7:00 pm, speaker program
Warbler ID Workshop by Michael Bowen, Linda Friedland, and Jim Nelson at Carroll Nonprofit Center in Westmin-
ster.  
Contact Don Jewell at jewelldg@gmail.com.

Saturday, April 30 - 8:00 am, half-day trip
Liberty Watershed off Bollinger Mill Road in Eldersburg – Great for early migrant warblers.  Moderate hiking which, 
depending on the weather could be a little muddy.  Meet in the small parking lot at the end of Bollinger Mill Road. 
Contact Maureen and Dave Harvey at 410-795-3117.

Wednesday, May 4 - 7:00 pm, speaker program
Birding Chile by Dave Harvey at Carroll Nonprofit Center in Westminster.  Contact Don Jewell at jewelldg@gmail.com.

Saturday, May 14 - up to all day
Carroll County May Count - Parties of counters will set their own schedules in their pre-arranged areas to count res-
ident and migrant bird species throughout the County.  Contact Don Jewell to verify your bird counting area (jewell-
dg@gmail.com or 410-259-4716).  The Tally Rally will be hosted by Susan Bollinger at her home.  If you will be attend-
ing the tally rally, please RSVP to Susan (410-848-2050) no later than Wednesday, May 11th.  Plan on bringing a food 
item or a cash donation ($5).

Saturday, May 28 – Monday May 30 – weekend foray
Memorial Day Weekend at Carey Run – Join us for some great birding at this MOS sanctuary in Garrett County.  We 
have the place reserved for our group and will be working out of the house there.  Meet at 8:00 am at the Park and Ride 
on Route 32 just south of Route 26 in Eldersburg to form carpools.  For more information, contact Don Jewell at 410-
259-4716.

Saturday, June 4 - 8:00 am up to all day
Grassland Birds of Carroll County -  Join Bob Ringler as he leads us across the County in search of grassland birds 
and whatever else turns up.  Meet at the Park and Ride on Route 32 just south of Route 26 in Eldersburg.  Contact Bob 
at 410-303-2792.

Saturday, June 25 - 1:00 pm - until ?
Summer Picnic and Planning Meeting at Amy’s House - Amy Hoffman will again be hosting our annual meeting.  En-
joy good food, good company and help decide what future birding trips we are going to take.  Bring your bathing suit if 
you are so inclined.   Amy has a great pool.  Contact her (410-549-3598) if you plan on attending and tell her what food 
item you will be bringing.

All meetings of the Carroll County Bird Club will be held at the Carroll Nonprofit Center at 255 Clifton Boulevard in West-
minster.  Directions to the Center may be found online at http://carrollnonprofitcenter.org/directions.html.  

Meetings begin at 7:00 pm with a brief period for socializing, followed by the guest lecturer.  
Afterwards, there will be a short business meeting.

The doors of the Carroll Nonprofit Center are set on a timer to automatically lock at 7:15 pm.  CCBC members arriving 
after the doors lock may call Don Jewell at 410-259-4716 for entry. (An effort will also be made to check the doors from 
time to time for late arrivals.)
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The Last Laugh

Ever wonder about who might be watching you while you are watching birds.  It’s not all that unusual to spot 
someone else you know while scanning with binoculars or scope.

The two photos combined below were both taken on the same day during a trip to Bombay Hook.  
The more I looked at the two separate images, the more I wondered “What if.”

Here’s looking at you kid!


